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Ceremonial Mast Stepping – Commissioner Nancy Guy

When a mast is 
about to be 
stepped – the 
process of raising a 
boat’s mast and 
setting it into a 
notch or step in 
the keel – all those 
on board the ship 
have the 
opportunity to 
contribute good 
luck coins or other 
memorabilia to be 
placed under it.



Mast Box filled with mementos





City of Bismarck Ship Stern



Ceremonial Cake Cutting
Captain James M. Regan and The Honorable Jane Harman, Sponsor 



The Honorable Donald Winter – 74th Secretary of the Navy and 
The Honorable Robert O. Wefald – Chairman USNS City of Bismarck Committee



USNS City of Bismarck EPF 9
The EPF is a shallow draft, all aluminum, commercial-based catamaran capable of
intra-theater personnel and cargo lift providing combatant commanders high-speed
sealift mobility with inherent cargo handling capability and agility to achieve positional
advantage over operational distances.

EPF is designed to transport 600 short tons of military cargo 1,200 nautical miles at an
average speed of 35 knots. The ship is capable of operating in shallow-draft ports and
waterways, interfacing with roll-on/roll-off discharge facilities, and on/off-loading a
combat-loaded Abrams Main Battle Tank (M1A2).

The EPF will include a flight deck for helicopter operations and an off-load ramp that
will allow vehicles to quickly drive off the ship. EPF’s shallow draft (under 15 feet) will
further enhance littoral operations and port access. This makes the EPF an extremely
flexible asset for support of a wide range of operations including maneuver and
sustainment, relief operations in small or damaged ports, flexible logistics support, or
as the key enabler for rapid transport.

(Source: U.S. Department of Defense Release No: NR-174-17, May 11, 2017 )
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