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BISMARCK-MANDAN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 MAY 17, 2021 

 

The Bismarck-Mandan Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC) met on May 17, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. in the Tom Baker Meeting Room, 

City/County Office Building, 221 N. 5th Street, Bismarck.  Rachel Drewlow presided. 

 

Members present or participating via Zoom were Ben Ehreth, Chuck Peterson, Dan 

Schriock, Deidre Hughes, Gabe Schell, John Saiki, Andrew Stromme (who introduced himself as 

the new Planner for the City of Mandan), Justin Froseth, Kevin Nelson, Mitch Flanagan, Natalie 

Pierce, Wayne Zacher, and Rachel Drewlow.     

 

Absent from the meeting was a NDDOT District Office representative, as Tyler 

Wollmuth has moved to a different position, and NDDOT has not yet replaced his position.  Ms. 

Drewlow noted that Larry Gangl may represent NDDOT at future TAC meetings until a 

replacement is selected. 

 

Others present or participating via Zoom were Kim Riepl, Bismarck-Mandan MPO and 

Mark Berg, City of Bismarck Engineering.  

 

MINUTES 

Chair Drewlow called for consideration of the minutes from April 19, 2021. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Schell made a motion to approve the April 19, 2021 minutes as presented.  Mr. 

Peterson seconded the motion and with Ben Ehreth, Chuck Peterson, Dan Schriock, 

Deidre Hughes, Gabe Schell, John Saiki, Andrew Stromme, Justin Froseth, Kevin 

Nelson, Mitch Flanagan, Natalie Pierce, Wayne Zacher, and Chair Drewlow voting 

in favor, the minutes of the April 19, 2021 meeting were approved. 

 

2021-2024 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) AMENDMENTs 

     2021-2024 TIP Amendments  

Chair Drewlow stated the meeting packet contained two amendments (Exhibit A) to the 

2021-2024 TIP, both of which were presented for public comment for the required period (with 

no comment received).  She then provided more details about these amendments.  She indicated 

the first amendment (project number 21.4.02) concerned a Mandan project funded through the 

Urban Grant Program.  The project was for reconstruction of downtown streets in Mandan, 

including 1st Avenue NW between 5th Ave NW and Collins, and the adjoining streets.  However, 

due to unforeseen cost overages, the City of Mandan has had to return the grant funding for the 

project.  Therefore, the project needs be removed from the TIP.  Chair Drewlow noted that since 

the project was in the TIP, if funding were to be available in the future for it, the MPO would 

support considering its reinstatement.  Mr. Froseth stated this is a needed project for Mandan, but 

unfortunately they were not able to locate other funding sources for the project, after finding the 

costs were higher than estimated.        
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The second and final amendment concerned the movement of a project led by the North 

Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) for the replacement of the structure of the 80th 

Street overpass (on I-94).  The project is being moved from 2024 to 2021. Mr. Zacher indicated 

this is due to the overpass having recently sustained damage.  Chair Drewlow mentioned the 

amendment also accounts for a slight cost increase associated with the project.  The project is in 

the current TIP and is consistent with the “Arrive 2045” MTP.   

      Public Hearing 

Chair Drewlow opened the public hearing on the proposed amendments to the 2021-2024 

TIP.  Hearing and seeing no comments, she closed the public hearing. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Schell made a motion to recommend approval of the amendments to the 2021-

2024 TIP as presented.  Mr. Schriock seconded the motion and with Ben Ehreth, 

Chuck Peterson, Dan Schriock, Deidre Hughes, Gabe Schell, John Saiki, Andrew 

Stromme, Justin Froseth, Kevin Nelson, Mitch Flanagan, Natalie Pierce, Wayne 

Zacher, and Chair Drewlow voting in favor, the motion was approved. 

 

REGIONALLY SIGNFICANT PROJECTS (RSP) DEFINITION 

Chair Drewlow explained that since the last time RSP was discussed in a TAC meeting, 

she met with some of TAC’s members, primarily the jurisdictional engineers, to review the two 

RSP definitions that have been proposed (one of these definitions was produced by NDDOT and 

the other by North Dakota’s MPO directors).  Per the recommendation that came out of this 

small group meeting, a minor change was made to the wording of the MPO directors’ definition.  

This change, and the definition being currently proposed, were displayed for member 

consideration and discussion.  Mr. Schell asked Chair Drewlow if the comments displayed in 

blue ink were going to be included when the MPO sends the RSP definition to NDDOT, and 

Chair Drewlow stated they would not, although similar language may be included in a future TIP 

update.  The goal of this language would be to explain how RSP programs roll out for the 

Bismarck-Mandan MPO region.  Mr. Schell stated he would be in favor of either this, or some 

sort of amendment to the TIP, since he believes it is important to have some context for the RSP 

definition change.  Chair Drewlow noted his comment.          

Mr. Ehreth asked if the new RSP definition would apply to classified arterial and above 

functionally classified roadways.  Chair Drewlow explained that the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) gives NDDOT, and by proxy North Dakota’s MPOs, the ability to set 

their own definition for RSP.  NDDOT wanted to limit the definition and scope of RSP projects 

so they could be more easily tracked and managed, and so their definition is primarily concerned 

with the interstate system.  North Dakota’s MPO directors wanted to expand on this, but also did 

not want an RSP definition that would cover any and all projects on an arterial roadway, as this 

might create undue stress on MPO and jurisdictional staff.  Chair Drewlow said because of this, 

it was decided not to specifically cite “arterials” but rather to very precisely define what projects 

would have an RSP label.  Mr. Ehreth expressed concern that this would include collector system 

roadways (which are sometimes funded locally in Bismarck) and that this would make the RSP 

scope larger than he was anticipating.  Chair Drewlow referred to point two of the MPO’s RSP 

definition and clarified why she believes it addressed Mr. Ehreth’s concern by limiting RSP to 

new roadways on new right-of-way funded with federal funds.  Collector road expansions would 

be excluded unless the right-of-way and construction were federally funded.  Mr. Ehreth 

expressed appreciation for the clarification. 
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Mr. Zacher reminded TAC that FHWA allows jurisdictions to lump-sum project phases 

that are not regionally significant into one annual table, but for projects considered regionally 

significant, each project phase has to be split and shown separately in the TIPs.  Mr. Schell 

commented that he believes some direction is still needed on the process for breaking costs up 

into those tables, and he would be interested in NDDOT’s guidance for local jurisdictions so 

everyone is on the same page.  Mr. Zacher said that is NDDOT’s ultimate goal; they want to get 

local jurisdictions more involved, and also want to limit the number of TIP amendments MPOs 

have to put forward.     

Chair Drewlow explained that TAC has the opportunity to promote one of these RSP 

definitions for consideration at the Policy Board, which if approved would be sent to NDDOT as 

the Bismarck-Mandan MPO’s definition for RSPs.  The RSP definition TAC and Policy Board 

approve can be revised in the future if needed.   

 

Chair Drewlow called for a motion. 

   

MOTION:  Mr. Schell made a motion to approve the revised RSP definition from the MPO 

directors, as presented.  Mr. Ehreth seconded the motion and with Ben Ehreth, 

Chuck Peterson, Dan Schriock, Deidre Hughes, Gabe Schell, John Saiki, Andrew 

Stromme, Justin Froseth, Kevin Nelson, Mitch Flanagan, Natalie Pierce, Wayne 

Zacher, and Chair Drewlow voting in favor of the motion, the motion was approved. 

 

INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 2021 UPDATE 

Since Mohammad Smadi could not be in attendance, Ms. Riepl provided a brief update 

on the current state of the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Regional Architecture (RA) 

update, reminding TAC members that ITS revolves around types of technology that are used 

within and on the roadways to create or enhance a safe and efficient system.  The ITS-RA 

addresses needs specific to the Bismarck-Mandan MPO area.  An up-to-date RA is required to 

receive federal funding for ITS projects, and Bismarck-Mandan’s most recent ITS-RA update 

occurred in 2013.  Ms. Riepl stated the current ITS-RA update is going well so far.  Small 

working group meetings were held on May 12 and 13, consisting of local representatives for 

various transportation interests in the Bismarck-Mandan MPO region, as well as MPO staff, and 

Mohammad Smadi and Brad Wentz with ATAC.        

The current ITS-RA for Bismarck-Mandan includes five user service packages: data 

management, emergency management, construction and maintenance management, public 

transportation management, and traffic management.  Up to twenty user service packages are 

available, but the Bismarck-Mandan MPO RA only includes packages specific to local needs.  

The working group meetings evaluated these packages to see if new packages would be useful to 

local jurisdictions, and to ensure that current packages are still effective.  Ms. Riepl indicated 

that the information compiled by the working groups will be entered into the architecture 

database to enable sharing of information with local stakeholders as the ITS update moves 

forward.  She also indicated that Mohammad Smadi will be leaving ATAC in June, but ATAC 

has a continuation plan in place, and it is anticipated that the update to our RA will still be 

completed on time and by the end of this calendar year.  Brad Wentz from ATAC will facilitate 

this, and the staffing changes at ATAC will not require a contract amendment.             

 

MPO INTRODUCTION 
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Chair Drewlow indicated the MPO hired Stephen Larson to fill the Transportation 

Specialist position, and his start date was May 5.  Due to unforeseen circumstances he was 

unable to be in attendance but it is anticipated he will be able to introduce himself at the next 

TAC meeting.    

 

ROADWAY PROJECTS-All Jurisdictions 

Mr. Schell provided an update on the federal aid projects for Bismarck this season.  He 

stated there are three new highway safety improvement projects.  One is a three-lane conversion 

on a two-lane roadway on 26th Street, which was done earlier last week.  The second is safety 

improvements for the turn lanes at Century and 4th Street and Century and Washington Street, 

currently under construction.  The third will be rectangular rapid flash beacons and intersection 

improvements at the intersections adjoining Bismarck High School on 7th and 9th Streets. 

Construction on this will begin after school is out.  Mr. Schell also indicated they are finishing 

construction on the 43rd Avenue project between State Street and Washington Street; most of this 

project was done last year but there are a few final touches to complete.  He indicated all other 

work being done this summer is being funded locally. 

            Mr. Schriock provided an update for Burleigh County.  He stated they have broken 

ground on the 43rd Avenue project, between 26th Street and Roosevelt.  They are in the first 

phase of construction on this, and that is the extension of Burleigh County’s federal aid projects 

for the year.  Another project that is being done with local forces is 66th Street between 43rd 

Avenue and 71st Avenue (including 57th Avenue from 66th Street to 52nd Street).  He also said 

Burleigh County has a Request for Proposals out on their railroad overpass project that will start 

design on the bridges for fall of 2022.   

Mr. Nelson provided the update for the City of Lincoln.  He said there are two trail 

projects ongoing, one for the park district and one for the City of Lincoln, and then some local 

roads being built for a subdivision.   

Mr. Froseth updated TAC on City of Mandan projects.  He stated their 1806 North 

project has had a lot of underground work completed (the storm sewer and sanitary sewer) and 

grading for the road base is in progress.  Many sections of this project are down to one lane so 

Mr. Froseth requested patience and allowance for increased travel times (or alternate routes) 

while work is being done.  On Main Street the focus so far has been on concrete pavement repair, 

which is also causing lane reduction.  City of Mandan cost participates in parts of the I-94 and 

Expressway work, some of which has started.  Cable barriers in the medians are being 

introduced, and also some concrete median barriers, and there will be some Expressway Bridge 

rehab.  On the local level for Mandan, Mr. Froseth said there is a fairly busy Midtown East 

project going for another month or so, northeast of downtown Mandan.  

Mr. Saiki provided the update for Morton County’s projects.  He said the federal aid 

project this year will be micro surface on County Road 139 from New Salem to the Business 

Loop.  Morton County is working with local forces to build up and do some other work on 

County Road 140 throughout the summer.  He also said Morton County has three bridges under 

design, as there are some bridge replacements needed.   

There was no official update from NDDOT since no district representative was able to 

attend, but Mr. Zacher did mention there is a Parks and Recreation sign replacement project 

scheduled for bidding in October.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
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     Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Grant  

Chair Drewlow indicated that this grant program is funded through North Dakota Parks 

and Recreation, and it is open for solicitation until May 31, 2021.  Chair Drewlow stated the 

MPO was made aware of this opportunity late last week, and any application for a project within 

the MPO boundary would need to go through TAC and Policy Board.  Chair Drewlow said she 

made arrangements with the RTP grants coordinator to allow review and approval of RTP 

applications at TAC and Policy Board’s June meetings.  She requested if anyone intends to 

submit an application to the MPO to please do so by May 31, and any questions can be directed 

to her phone or email.  A follow up email about RTP will be sent to TAC members and other 

local partners in the coming days.   

     Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority (BSPRA) Discussion 

Chair Drewlow wanted to make TAC aware of an item being added to other business at 

the May 18 Policy Board meeting, per the request of Morton County Commissioner Andy 

Zachmeier.  BSPRA is an organization that started last fall, and they are in the process of 

coordinating efforts and finding county partners to work with them on a proposal to reestablish a 

passenger rail line that would travel across the southern portion of North Dakota and Montana 

(this was formerly known as the Hiawatha Line).  BSPRA requested the Morton County 

Commission to provide them with a letter of support for this effort.  Chair Drewlow said she 

does not expect there to be a vote on this yet at Policy Board, but it is an item that may continue 

to be addressed at future Policy Board meetings, and she asked TAC members to contact her if 

they would like to see it addressed at a future TAC meeting.     

Mr. Froseth asked if there was a website providing more information about BSPRA, and 

Chair Drewlow stated there was (the address is www.bigskyrail.org). She indicated the MPO can 

also send out the presentation that was given to the Morton County Commission.   

Mr. Froseth then asked when the last passenger rail line was retired.  Mr. Saiki indicated 

it was retired in 1979.  He additionally commented that BSPRA has apparently not yet reached 

out to BNSF Railroad, and that is concerning because BNSF would have to provide the trackage 

for this project to work.  The reason the old Amtrak passenger line was discontinued was 

because federal law prioritized freight lines over passenger lines, and so unless federal law has 

changed, BNSF is not obligated to provide a line for this new proposal.     

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:44 a.m., with the next 

scheduled meeting to take place on June 14, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Stephen Larson 

Recording Secretary 

      APPROVED: 

 

      _____________________________ 

      Rachel Drewlow, Chair 

 

http://www.bigskyrail.org/
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Solicitation Schedule for 2022-2025 TIP

Updated: 6/3/2021 (RAD)

2022

20222/2023

2026

Friday, October 15, 2021

RANKING by MPO & BIKE-PED    

RANKING by TAC Optional      

PRIORITIZATION by PB Optional 

Friday, October 15, 2021

SCORING by MPO    RANKING 

by TAC Optional      

PRIORITIZATION by PB Optional 

NOT YET SOLICITEDAugust 1, 2021

August 1, 2021

~May 2021 ~May, 30  2021 APPROVAL    ONLY

APPROVAL    ONLY
DUE TO NDDOT PRIOR TO DECEMBER 

31

???

PROGRAM/DESCRIPTION

TA:  Transportation Alternatives Program                                        Bicycle & 

Pedestrian/SRTS & safe routes for non-drivers/conversion & use of abandoned RR 

corridors to non-motorized use/turnouts, viewing areas and overlooks along 

roadways/certain community improvement projects/Environmental mitigation 

projects.

August 1, 2021

MPO SOLICITATION
PRIORITIZATION/ 

RANKING/APPROVAL BY MPO

NDDOT SOLICITATION 

LETTERS/  INFO / 

APPLICATION

DATE DUE TO MPO

NOT YET SOLICITED

FUNDING YEAR

2025

PLI: Projects of Local Importance                                            Projects 

which are locally important are funded 100% by local entities or 

through federal funding other than the typically MPO administered 

grants.

~June 30, 2021
PROJECTS INCORPORATED INTO 

TIP
~June 2021

APPROVAL    PRIORITIZATION 

OPTIONAL

PRIORITY PROJECT BASED ON MTP 

SHORT TERM PROJECT LIST

SCORING by MPO    RANKING 

by Selection Committee  

then      

PRIORITIZATION 

NOT YET SOLICITED

NOT YET SOLICITED

Friday, October 15, 2021

Friday, October 15, 2021

Friday, October 15, 2021

HSIP: Highway Safety Improvement Program A core 

Federal-aid highway program with the purpose to achieve a 

significant reduction in fatalities and serious injuries on all public 

roads.

Urban Roads Program                                                         Applications for 

federal aid on functionally classified roadways are submitted by the 

city

Urban Regional Roads Program    Applications 

are submitted by the jurisdiction in cooperation with the District 

(NDDOT).

RTP:  Recreational Trails Program      

Funding for both motorized and non-motorized recreational trail 

projects.      

NOT YET SOLICITED

Urban Grants Program                                                                          A 

funding mechanism focused on reinvesting and fortifying a 

community's existing transportation assets to maximize the public 

ROI      

NOT YET SOLICITED

August 1, 2021

August 1, 2021

Urban Rail / Highway Crossing Safety Projects Federal 

funds for safety enhancement projects at rail/highway at-grade 

crossings.

WAIT FOR NDDOT 

SOLCITATION
NOT YET SOLICITED

2026

2026

2024

2022

Kim or 

Stephen

ANY

Kim

Rachel

STAFF

Kim

Kim or 

Stephen

Rachel

Rachel

June 2020

EXHIBIT G
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	Text15: 2021-2024
	Text16: 2021
	Text17: 
NDDOT
	Text18: 
21.6.15
	Text19: 
$4,203,696 (New)
$3,600,000 (Old)
	Text20: 
$467,077 (New)
$400,000 (Old)
	Text21: 
$0
	Text22: 
$4,670,773 (New)
$4,000,000 (Old)
	Text23: 
IM
	Text24: 
This is a Bridge project on I-94, located 5 miles east of US Highway 83 at the 80th Street overpass.  The project will replace the structure of the overpass.  The project has returned from cost estimation with a slight increase in cost, noted above.  

	Text25: 

The project is currently in the TIP and is consistent with the Arrive 2045 MTP.  


