Bismarck Human Relations Committee
The Bismarck Human Relations Committee is scheduled to meet in regular session on Monday,
April 19, 2021, at 5:15 p.m. in the 4th Floor Mayor's Conference Room, City/County Office
Building, 221 North Fifth Street, Bismarck, North Dakota.
Due to ongoing public health concerns related to COVID-19, the City of Bismarck is encouraging
citizens to participate remotely. Please provide your e-mail address and contact information to
wolsen@bismarcknd.gov at least one business day before the meeting. A link to watch the
meeting on Microsoft Teams will be sent to your email. Agenda Items can be found at
www.bismarcknd.gov/agendacenter.
The physical meeting room will be open to the public, but we certainly understand the public
wishing to limit their exposure at this time but still participate in government. Before entering the
City/County Building, all individuals should self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms or potential
exposure and if unable to pass the screening protocol, will be expected to participate remotely in
the meeting for the public’s safety. Some of the members may attend this meeting remotely.

Call To Order
Roll Call
HRC Mission

The mission of the Human Relations Committee is to protect and promote the
personal dignity of all Bismarck citizens and to eliminate any discriminatory
barriers that prevent them from reaching their full human potential, seeking to
make education and compliance a meaningful and visible strategy to recognize
the value of a diverse community.
1. Approval Of Meeting Minutes
Documents:
HRC_MEETING_03222021.PDF
2. Public Comment
3. Humanitarian Award Update
4. Student Essay/Poetry Contest Discussion
5. 2021 HRC Goals
A. Diversity University
B. Participate In Community Events
1.

Pride at the Capitol Lawn - June 19, 2021

Documents:
2021 CAPITAL PRIDE.PDF

1.

Pride at the Capitol Lawn - June 19, 2021

Documents:
2021 CAPITAL PRIDE.PDF
C. Speaking To Service Clubs/Committees
D. Student Liaisons
6. Other Business
Adjournment
Next meeting: 5:15 PM, May 17, 2021
4th Floor Mayor's Conference Room- Bismarck City/County Building
221 N 5th Street, Bismarck, ND
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Bismarck Human Relations Committee
Special Meeting Minutes
March 22, 2021
The Bismarck Human Relations Committee (HRC) met on March 22, 2021, at 5:15 PM in the Bismarck
City/County Building, Mayor’s Conference Room, 4th Floor, 221 N 5th Street. Chair Andahl presided.
Call to Order
Chair Andahl called the meeting to order at 5:21 PM.
Roll Call
Committee members present were Darcy Andahl, Kollie Flomo, Jason Grueneich, Brandi Hardy, Krista
Rausch, Manisha Sawhney, Trevor Vannett, and Sargianna Wutzke. Whitnie Olsen and Jason Tomanek
with the City of Bismarck were also present.
Committee member Annette Martel was absent.
HRC Mission
The mission was read by Chair Andahl.
Acceptance of Minutes
Chair Andahl called for consideration of the minutes of the February 22, 2021 Bismarck Human Relations
Committee meeting.
Motion: Brandi Hardy made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 22, 2021 meeting
as presented. Sargianna Wutzke seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved with
committee members in attendance voting in favor of the motion.
Public Comment
There was no public present.
Municipal Quality Index Rating
Whitnie Olsen provided a brief background relating to the municipal quality index rating. Brandi Hardy
said she would like to take on the project. Krista Rausch and Jason Grueneich volunteered to help
Committee member Hardy.
Student Essay/Poetry Contest
Whitnie Olsen provided the committee with an update on the student essay and poetry contest. At this
time there have been zero submissions. Ms. Olsen notes the City Administration Department will
continue to promote the contest on the City’s website and social media platforms.
Bismarck Global Neighbors: Immigrant Advisory Committee
Kollie Flomo provided the committee with an update regarding the Bismarck Global Neighbors Diversity
and Inclusion Partnership. He has been in contact with Leah Hargrove and she gave Committee member
Flomo a list of concerns from the immigrant population. The committee held discussion as to their role
with the project and if they would be able to proceed with the partnership. It was noted that the type
of work being done by the Global Neighbors organization, although important, does not align with the
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role of the HRC which is more closely aligned with education and outreach to recognize the value of a
diverse community.
Motion: Krista Rausch made a motion to remove this item from the agenda and discontinue
work with the project. Trevor Vannett seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved
with committee members in attendance voting in favor of the motion.
Humanitarian Award
Whitnie Olsen presented the 11 nominations that were received for the Humanitarian Award to the
committee. The committee reviewed the nominations and discussed their merits.
Motion: Krista Rausch made a motion to nominate Dakota OutRight for the organization award.
Brandi Hardy seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved with committee members
in attendance voting in favor of the motion.
Motion: Jason Grueneich made a motion to nominate Rachael Howard for the individual award.
Krista Rausch seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved with committee members
in attendance voting in favor of the motion.
2021 HRC Goals
• Student Liaisons: Begin correspondence with schools May 2021
• Diversity University
• Speaking to Service Clubs/Committees
o Whitnie Olsen provided a list of service clubs in the community which was requested at
the February 22, 2021 meeting.
• Engaging in Community Events
Other Business
Brandi Hardy addressed the committee regarding meeting location. She suggested moving from virtual
back to in person meetings. The group discussed holding future meetings in person and were all in favor
of the idea. Going forward meetings will be held in person unless directed otherwise by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Chair Andahl. The next meeting of the
Bismarck Human Relations Committee will be held at 5:15 PM. on Monday, April 19, 2021 in the Mayor’s
Conference Room of the Bismarck City/County Building.
Reported by Whitnie Olsen
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