
City Attorney 
 

DATE: March 17, 2020  

FROM: Jannelle Combs, City Attorney 

ITEM:  State of Emergency Declaration ratification 

REQUEST 
Ratify the March 15, 2020, state of emergency declaration relating to COVID-19 by the President 
of City Commission and extend its effect to April 14, 2020. 

Please place this item on the 3/24/2020 City Commission consent meeting agenda.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Bismarck City ordinance 2-08-03 provides that the President of the City Commission can declare 
a local state of emergency. The emergency declaration will exist for a period not to exceed 15 
days, unless the City Commission ratifies the declaration within the 15-day period. If it is ratified, 
it is then valid for another 15 days. The declaration was provided to all of the Commissioners and 
media upon signature on March 15th. 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION 

Ratify the March 15, 2020 state of emergency declaration relating to COVID-19 by President 
Bakken and extend its effect to April 14, 2020. 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Jannelle Combs | City Attorney, 355-1340 or jcombs@bismarcknd.gov  
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