Engineering Department
DATE:

March 15, 2022

FROM:

Gabe Schell, City Engineer

ITEM:

Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction – HC 143

REQUEST:
Receive presentation and recommendations on Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction
project and provide direction to staff.
Please place this item on the March 22, 2022 City Commission meeting agenda.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The City of Bismarck has contracted KLJ to perform preliminary engineering services
including surveying, environmental documentation, traffic operations analysis,
preliminary design, and public involvement associated with an Ash Coulee Drive
roadway reconstruction project from Tyler Parkway/NW 15th Street to N Washington
Street. See below project area map.

Through the analyses performed by KLJ, an alternative was developed that
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meets the purpose and need of the project that will be presented to the Board. Primary
improvements include three-lane flush median roadway from Tyler Parkway to Horizon
Middle School and four-lane divided median roadway from Horizon Middle School to N
Washington Street. Improvements also include shared-use paths, sidewalks, corridor
lighting, storm sewer system, and watermain construction. Safety improvements include
pedestrian refuge islands with rectangular rapid flash beacons (RRFB) at strategic
crossing locations throughout the corridor and a roundabout located at the intersection
of East Valley Drive. Additional project information can be found at
www.bismarcknd.gov/streets.
Collaboration between the staff of the City of Bismarck and Bismarck Public Schools
(BPS) has occurred throughout the project. Horizon Middle School traffic patterns were
analyzed and improvements are recommended to Ash Coulee Drive and within Horizon
Middle School itself to improve traffic and safety for vehicles and pedestrians.
Project development included a public input meeting held at Horizon Middle School.
Approximately 70 comments from the public were received on the project. An executive
summary is attached to this memo that includes additional project information as well as
the public comments.
Project cost is estimated at approximately $14,000,000 including construction,
engineering, right of way, permitting and utility relocation. Funding for this project is
identified as half-cent sales tax and water utility. Construction is anticipated to occur in
2023 subject to budget approval and bidding/award to come at a subsequent
commission meeting.
RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION:
Receive presentation and provide direction to staff on Ash Coulee Drive reconstruction
STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION:
Gabe Schell, PE | City Engineer, 355-1505 or gschell@bismarcknd.gov
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Executive Summary

I.

Executive Summary
A. Project Description

The proposed project includes improvements to Ash Coulee Drive from the intersection of Tyler
Parkway/ 15th Street NW to North Washington Street. See Exhibit 1, Project Location Map.
B. Purpose of Project
The purpose of the proposed project is to reconstruct the Ash Coulee Drive corridor to improve vehicle,
pedestrian, and bicycle safety, as well as make any required updates to sewer, water, and stormwater
infrastructure in the area.
C. Need for Project
Ash Coulee Drive needs an improved cross‐section to improve safety and better accommodate turning
vehicles into neighborhoods, improved access to and from Horizon Middle School during peak hours,
and expanded pedestrian and bicycle facilities and improved pedestrian and bicycle crossings. The
project will facilitate storm sewer, water main, and sanitary sewer enhancements as well.
The existing roadway geometry does not provide the capacity needed to meet the future multimodal
traffic demands. Due to the developing nature of this corridor and adjacent corridors, four future
scenarios were evaluated for 2045. For the most conservative scenario, the ADT along the corridor is
project to increase from 4,900 to 8,340 vehicles per day by 2045 just west of N Washington Street, see
Table 1 ‐ Traffic Data. Under current conditions the corridor operates at mostly acceptable levels;
however, there are deficiencies that appear in the operations, especially during the morning peak hour
at the intersections near Horizon Middle School. These operational deficiencies will continue to expand
as the traffic within the corridor continues to grow. The capacity of the present facility is inadequate to
accommodate projected traffic volumes.
Table 1, Traffic Data

Ash Coulee Drive from Tyler
Parkway to E Valley Drive
Ash Coulee Drive from E Valley
Drive to N Washington Street

Year

Passengers

Trucks

Totals

Current ADT

2021

2,772

28

2,800

Forecast ADT

2045

5,989

61

6,050

Current ADT

2021

4,851

49

4,900

Forecast ADT

2045

8,257

83

8,340

The corridor experienced 36 crashes in the five‐year analysis period with 21 of 36 of the total crashes at
intersections. The crash data showed that 5 of the crashes resulted in in injury, or possible injury. No
intersections or segments were higher than critical crash rates, however the corridor segments had
higher than typical crash rates.
Other deficiencies within the current roadway corridor include lack of turn lanes, lighting, pedestrian
facilities, and deteriorating pavement conditions.
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Exhibit 1, Project Location Map
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D. Description of Alternatives
1.

Alternative A: No Build

The proposed project would not be reconstructed with Alternative A. The continuation of existing
conditions does not address the roadway deficiencies, safety, or social demand/economic development
of Ash Coulee Drive. Alternative A would not meet the project’s purpose and need.
2.

Alternative B: Corridor Reconstruction

A three‐lane section would operate sufficiently based on the traffic operations analysis for 2045
projected traffic volumes from Tyler Parkway/15th Street NW to the East Valley Drive intersection. This
section contains a two‐way left‐turn lane (TWLTL) which allows left turns off Ash Coulee Drive without
obstructing through traffic and improving safety by reducing possible rear‐end collisions. Boulevards
would be typically 10‐feet wide, but the width may be reduced due to right of way restrictions in areas.
A roundabout would be constructed at the intersection of East Valley Drive and Ash Coulee Drive.
Roundabouts improve pedestrian safety for crossing by providing lower speeds and pedestrian refuge
islands. A signalized intersection or all‐way stop control intersection are not warranted. The segment of
Ash Coulee Drive between East Valley Drive and North Washington Street operates best as a multi‐lane
roadway section that will tie into the existing four‐lane divided median section at North Washington
Street.
A 10‐foot‐wide shared‐use path along the north side, and a 6‐foot‐wide sidewalk along the south side of
the roadway would be constructed. Pedestrian refuge islands can be placed within the median area at T‐
intersections to provide a waiting area for pedestrians and bicyclists to cross each lane individually.
Refuge islands also provide traffic calming on corridors with higher pedestrian volumes. This corridor’s
speed limit would be posted at 35‐mph. Improvements would also include watermain, storm sewer,
sanitary sewer, lighting, and landscaping. Refer to Exhibit 2 & Exhibit 3 Typical Sections.

Exhibit 2, Three‐Lane Typical Section from Tyler Parkway to E Valley Drive
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Exhibit 3, Multi‐Lane Typical Section from E Valley Drive to N Washington Street

The two Horizon Middle School approaches will have right turn access off Ash Coulee Drive into the
school. The west school approach will have a dedicated eastbound left turn lane into the school. Left
turns would be prohibited out of the west approach with only right turning movements being allowed.
Vehicles can use the roundabout to proceed eastbound. At the east school approach, a median barrier
will be installed on Ash Coulee Drive to allow southbound left turns from the school’s approach to only
conflict with westbound movements along Ash Coulee Drive. Ash Coulee Drive will continue east as a
four‐lane divided median facility up to North Washington Street. Refer to Exhibit 4 below.

Exhibit 4, E Valley Drive Roundabout and Horizon Middle School Entrances

The primary pedestrian crossing for Horizon Middle School is located just west of Mustang Drive. Most
pedestrians, especially students, use this crossing to access the school from Ash Coulee Drive. A
rectangular rapid flashing beacon (RRFB) will be installed at this location to increase safety and visibility
of this crossing. The proposed sidewalk on the south side of Ash Coulee Drive will provide access for
pedestrians from East Valley Drive to access this crosswalk. See Exhibit 5, RRFB at Primary School
Pedestrian Crossing.

Exhibit 5, RRFB at Primary School Pedestrian Crossing
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3.

Pedestrian Crossing Options

With the proximity of Horizon Middle School and the high level of pedestrian activity in the Ash Coulee
Drive corridor, pedestrian safety is a key element. There are proposed pedestrian crossings planned at
Kites Lane, a mid‐block crossing between Cornice Drive and Golden Eagle Lane, the west approach of the
East Valley Drive roundabout and the primary school crossing just west of Mustang Drive.
During the public input meeting there was some concern about pedestrian safety with regards to the
crossing near the East Valley Drive roundabout. Roundabout intersections have been shown to improve
pedestrian safety at crossings. They have fewer conflict points than similar stop or signal controlled
intersections. Pedestrians cross a shorter distance of only one direction of traffic at a time since the
lanes are separated. Drivers can focus on pedestrians separate from entering, circulating, and exiting
maneuvers. The design of a roundabout promotes lower speeds which improves yielding rates and
lower risk of serious collision injury.
Other locations such as a mid‐block crossing between East Valley Drive and Amberglow Drive were
considered as possible alternative locations but were not selected because of the benefits of locating
the crossing at the roundabout as stated above.

4.

Project Costs and Comparison of Alternatives

The project is intended to be funded by half‐cent sales tax dollars, except for watermain improvements
that will be funded by the water utility. See Table 2 Summary of Estimated Total Costs.

Table 2, Summary of Estimated Total Costs

Alternative B Cost Estimate
Construction Cost
Prelim Engineering
Construction Engineering
Right of Way/Temporary Construction Easements
Wetland Mitigation
Utility Relocation

$11,500,000
$1,150,000
$1,150,000
$220,000
$80,000
$100,000

Total Project Cost

$14,200,000
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Table 3, Comparison of Alternatives

Alternative/ Option

Advantages

A – No Build

Lowest initial cost, no direct
impacts to the environment.

B – Corridor
Reconstruction

Improves safety and capacity
of roadway, intersection sight
distance, and pedestrian
facilities and crossings.

5.

Disadvantages
Does not meet the purpose and need
of the project; increased traffic will
continue to impede travel efficiency
and does not improve safety.
Large corridor footprint, increased
cost, increased right of way
acquisition, wetland impacts, and
social impacts from construction.

Horizon Middle School Traffic Circulation

Due to the proximity of Horizon Middle School to the Ash Coulee Drive corridor, the traffic circulation at
the school was also evaluated. The traffic model shows that reversing the traffic flow through the school
drop‐off from westbound to eastbound improves the efficiency of the intersections of the school
driveways and Ash Coulee Drive.
Within the school property, it was proposed to modify the current three lane parallel drop off to instead
have a single‐entry lane where drivers could then pull into various drop‐off spots and then exit through
a single exit lane.
Alternatively, the school may maintain their existing three lane parallel drop off configuration; however,
the flow would be reversed to accommodate the new circulation of having the main traffic direction be
west to east.
While these alternatives were evaluated as part of this project, the school will ultimately take the
information provided to decide how the traffic will circulate on school property going forward. Based on
recent correspondence between Bismarck Public Schools and Engineering staff, the school confirmed
that its intent is to reroute the circulation from west to east as shown below in Exhibit 6.

Exhibit 6, Proposed Horizon Middle School Traffic Circulation
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6.

Right of Way

Permanent right of way will be acquired in locations where proposed improvements extend beyond the
existing right of way. It is anticipated that less than 1 acre of permanent right of way will be required,
with much of the permanent acquisition occurring at Horizon Middle School to construct the
roundabout and shared‐use path at East Valley Drive. The property south of the water tower near North
Washington Street will require right of way acquisition as well.
Temporary easements would be required to blend Ash Coulee Drive into the adjacent properties and
driveways. Approximately 2‐3 acres of temporary construction easements are currently anticipated.

7.

Utilities

Coordination with utilities will continue to occur throughout the design and construction phases.
Generally, utility impacts will be avoided where possible, and protected during construction. In locations
where intersection and/or storm sewer improvements, including the roundabout at East Valley Drive,
cause possible conflicts, utility relocation will be coordinated with the utility owners. The high‐pressure
gas line that crosses Ash Coulee Drive east of Golden Wave Drive is intended to be avoided.

8.

Work Zone Traffic Control

We anticipate that Ash Coulee Drive will be closed in segments, but the ultimate construction phasing
will be determined by the contractor with the Engineer’s approval. We will place criteria on the
contractor to minimize disturbance to the community without adding unneeded cost burdens to the
project. Criteria will include: a restriction that the segment from the school to North Washington Street
can only be closed outside of the school year, access will be maintained to all driveways throughout the
duration of the project, and the Contractor will have to designate a public engagement individual to
work with resident needs during construction.

9.

Maintenance Responsibility Discussion

The City of Bismarck would be responsible for maintenance of the project.

Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction – HC 143
March 2022
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E.

Public Concerns / Need for Public Input

A Public Input Meeting was held on February 16, 2022, at the Horizon Middle School Cafetorium. A
direct mailer notification of the public input meeting was sent to all property owners within one‐quarter
mile of the project corridor and local public officials, a press release was distributed, a legal ad was
printed in the newspaper, and Horizon Middle School distributed the notice to their mailing list of
parents. The meeting was held with an open house format where participants were able to talk with the
project team individually. A formal presentation was given, and an informational handout was also
available. A total of 38 people attended the meeting, and 23 comments were received during the two‐
week comment period that followed via email or comment cards.
Additionally, the public was able to provide comments using an online INPUTiD tool. The tool was
accessed through the City of Bismarck’s project website. The public was able to add comments to a map
of the Ash Coulee Drive corridor with the proposed improvements overlaying an aerial image. 47
comments were received through this tool.
Comments expressed by the public focused on:
 Pedestrian safety, especially near the school and roundabout
 Stormwater conveyance through the corridor
 East Valley Drive roundabout, both in favor and against
 Construction concerns such as dust control and contractor staging locations for equipment
 Sight distance concerns
 Traffic flow through Horizon Middle School
The public especially weighed in on the roundabout at East Valley Drive. Some people were in favor of
the roundabout, while others voiced some concerns regarding pedestrian safety near the roundabout,
the speed of traffic through the roundabout, queuing concerns with the proximity to the school, and the
potential for a snow trap.
Please refer to Appendix A, Public Input Comments for the written comments that were received and
the minutes from the public input meeting.

Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction – HC 143
March 2022
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II.

City Decisions
1. Do you concur with the project concepts as proposed?
_____ Yes
_____ No
2. Which alternative should proceed with the project?
_____ Alternative A – No‐Build Alternative ($0)
_____ Alternative B – Corridor Reconstruction ($14,200,000)

Amendments/Comments for Project No. HC 143:

Gabe Schell, City of Bismarck Engineer

Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction – HC 143
March 2022
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Appendix A
Public Input Comments

Public Input Meeting – Minutes
Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction
HC 143
Date:
2/16/2022
Time:
6:30 – 8:30 PM
Attendees: See Sign In Sheets

Facilitator:
Location:
Cafetorium

Adam McGill
Horizon Middle School

Question and Answer Session
A Public Input Meeting was held on February 16, 2022 at Horizon Middle School Cafetorium in in Bismarck,
ND. A direct mailing was sent to all property owners within one-quarter mile of the project corridor along
with the local public officials informing them of the public input meeting. The area of the mailing extended
from Brunswick Drive to Medora Avenue, bounded by Tyler Parkway/15th Street NW on the west and N
Washington Streeton the east. The purpose of this meeting was to initiate early and open communication
with the public about the project, inform the public of the project and receive comments on the project
and alternatives. The meeting was held with an open house format during which participants were able
to talk with the project team individually. A formal presentation was given at 7:00 pm and an informational
handout was also available. A total of 38 people attended the meeting and 23 comments were received
during the meeting or within the following two-week comment period.
The following is a summary of the question and answer session held during the public input meeting.
Responses were given by Adam McGill, KLJ Project Manager, Mike Bittner, Bolton and Menk, and Gabe
Schell, City of Bismarck Engineer.
Comment: Will there be curb and gutter on the project?
Response: Yes, the corridor will be urbanized and include curb and gutter. The west segment is a little
less developed than the rest of the corridor, but the intent would still be to continue the curb and gutter
through the entire corridor.
Comment: If there’s a four lane going east, it currently bottlenecks down to two single lanes by
Washington Street.
Response: The curb and gutter will need to be removed at the concrete by N Washington Street and add
a second lane, so construction may need to go a little further into the newer pavement to add in that
lane.
Comment: Instead of a roundabout, why not have a three-way stop at Valley Drive?
Response: A variety of different traffic devices were evaluated at this location, including a traffic signal.
There are certain volume thresholds that must be met in order to put certain traffic devices in. This
particular location did not meet the requirements to have an all way stop or a traffic signal. The reason
why the all way stop doesn’t work here is typically you want even distribution of traffic. It’s a 10 to 1
ratio at this location. It’s really a combination of safety and traffic flow that goes into some of these
analyses.

Comment: What will happen to the ditches on the south side of Ash Coulee from Valley Drive?
Response: There will be a variety of treatments to convey stormwater. Some of the ditches will remain,
others may be modified or removed. The intent is that a lot of this will be going to underground storm
sewer, but in order to convey the water to the storm sewer may require some ditches. These exact
locations aren’t all designed out at this point.
Comment: Most of the time, except for the school times, the roadway seems adequate for the amount
of traffic that is on it. It seems like a lot of road for the number of cars on it.
Response: The daily traffic volumes are very low. It’s a very unique traffic flow situation where everyone
is going the same direction at the same time, so it feels really busy at certain times and then not very
busy for the rest of it. By adding a little traffic by the school, it caused certain breakdowns to occur, not
just in the peak hour, but in multiple hours in the future. The AM drop off, the PM pick up, and the PM
peak hour all started to break down with even moderate amount of increased traffic flow. The intent is
to make sure we were safeguarding from a future that can happen fast, but still balance the
neighborhood feel and needs of the corridor. It is mostly a three lane, with just the stretch by the school
having the increased lanes. Most of the additional lanes were already constructed from N Washington
so continuing it through to the school helps mitigate those bottlenecks without widening the whole
corridor.
Comment: When cars travel west down the hill and approaching where the cars exit the school and
there is no stop sign. What happens there?
Response: Left turning traffic will still need to yield, but adding a westbound lane aids in creating gaps in
traffic. Left turning traffic will still need to yield to traffic. The models show that this will work pretty
well.
Comment: During non-school hours, traffic goes much faster.
Response: The addition of the roundabout and medians provides corridor friction to slow traffic down.
Comment: On west school driveway, is there no option to turn east?
Response: The primary route within the school property is west to east, so the primary exit out would
be the east driveway. Also, the roundabout provides a location to turn around.
Comment: I am concerned with the roundabout. I don’t think people will slow down for kids at the
roundabout.
Response: The roundabout is designed to slow traffic down to 15 to 20 mph. A roundabout will force
you to slow down and encourage you to be more alert since you need to look in all the different
directions. Nationally they do study roundabouts safety from a pedestrian perspective and they find it to
be quite a bit safer than the two way stop control that would be there.
Comment: Can there be flashing beacons at the roundabout?
Response: There is a flashing beacon proposed at the crossing by the school. There is not currently a
flashing beacon planned at the roundabout, but the comment is noted for further discussion.
Comment: I agree with adding stop signs. When was this traffic study done?
Response: Traffic study and data collection was completed in the fall of 2021.
Comment: Roundabout is not appropriate at this location because of people not slowing down for
pedestrians.
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Response: From the traffic modeling, the roundabout was the best option for this intersection. The
comment is noted.
Comment: Has there ever been any thought of modifying the drop off point so that everyone isn’t going
in and out of Ash Coulee Drive? Maybe modifying so that it uses the road to the north to ease some of
the congestion on Ash Coulee..
Response: The option is available to do so with how the current layout is set and that movement was
built into the model.
Comment: Is there a planned north-south connect? Traffic seems to be being pushed onto Valley Drive
or N Washington.
Response: Four scenarios were evaluated for potential future traffic conditions. One condition analyzed
a build out of Tyler Parkway.
Comment: Any future plans to extend Tyler Parkway to the south?
Response: It is on the network of roadways to be built, similar to Ash Coulee and has been identified as
an eligible roadway for the 0.5% sales tax revenue. However, other roadway improvement priorities
currently supersede the connection being completed.
Comment: Doesn’t this layout push the pinch point back to Valley Drive and therefore will not allow the
roundabout to work? How many car lengths are between the roundabout and the west entrance of the
middle school? Also will the center of the roundabout be raised where it will block the line of sight at
the roundabout to see pedestrians?
Response: The addition of the inbound left turn lane would help mitigate the bottleneck since it would
get that stopped left turning traffic out of the driving lane. The roundabout is about 180’ in diameter
and would not be designed to be traversable. Sight lines would be verified during design. With the
different scenarios that were modeled, even with double the existing traffic volumes, there wasn’t any
queuing that went through the roundabout.
Comment: With the proposed clockwise flow at the school, when in the parking spaces, your back would
be toward the school, so you would have to look over your back to watch your child. Has that been
looked at with how many more blind spots by turning vehicles backwards?
Response: The parking spots could certainly be switched around in orientation, so you could see the
school instead of having it the direction the doors open up. The idea is when you pull the traffic off
instead of having the traffic sit for so long. It increases turn over and allows cars to find earlier spots
rather than driving through. Through this process, we have tried to reduce conflicts for pedestrians with
this layout.
Comment: Is it being looked at to increase that line of sight from Durango onto Washington?
Response: No, that is outside the scope of this project. It could potentially be resolved as part of another
project. The focus of this project is Ash Coulee and the school was brought in due to the relationship it
has to the corridor.
Comment: How would pedestrians be protected crossing the south side of Valley Drive with the
roundabout?
Response: The crossing would be similar to other approaches. Traffic must yield to pedestrians. The
current design shown is conceptual and would include a pedestrian refuge within a splitter island.
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Comment: I do not like roundabouts, because they increase frequency of crashes.
Response: Single-lane roundabouts improve safety measures across the board. Multilane roundabouts
increase crashes such as sideswipes.
Comment: Will hills be flattened west of Valley Drive? Will there be lighting because it is really dark and
concerns for pedestrian safety with dark it is?
Response: Intersection sight distance along the project will be improved as part of the project either by
raising the sag curve or reducing the top of the hill. Lighting will be added along the whole corridor
similar in lighting levels to what was installed on 43rd Avenue NE.
Comment: How will the roadway match existing properties along Ash Coulee? The roadway in place
today did not match well to surrounding properties. How will stormwater be analyzed?
Response: The project will maintain access to properties along the corridor and will try to keep a good
grade at the driveway. The stormwater runoff will be analyzed and a stormwater report will be
developed to manage runoff. Pipes will be sized and water will be either guided toward natural drainage
routes or onto the road.
Comment: The cars exiting the east driveway entrance to the school could have issues seeing around
westbound cars turning right into the east driveway. Will the roundabout create a snow trap?
Response: The right turns into the school are not expected to draw a lot of traffic as the main entrance
will be the west driveway. The N Washington signal timing promotes gaps in the traffic. The grading at
the roundabout will avoid sudden drops in elevation to help reduce drifting.
Comment: Because of the proposed multiple drop-off points at the school, won’t that create multiple
points of conflict?
Response: The current conditions have multiple points of conflict as well. With the proposed design,
there will still be multiple point of conflict, but by giving it more structure, it makes it therefore more
predictable and reduce some of the conflicts with back to back cars.
Comment: Is anyone from the school here?
Response: There are a few people here if you want to discuss it with them later. In the end, it will be up
to the school on if they want to implement any of these suggestions. If they want to leave it as the three
lane pull through, but going the other way, they can certainly do that.
Comment: Would like to note that construction traffic should be kept off newly surfaced residential
driveways.
Response: The intent would be to not have that happen. The contractor would need to have an
approved, designated location for staging their construction equipment. We can build that into the
contract documents that the contractor is not allowed to stage on the residential roads. Comment
noted.
Comment: Would like to note that contractor should keep dust down. Can we get contact information
for who to contact when it’s not taken care of?
Response: Comment noted. Contractor information will be available if you want to make them aware if
there is some issue with construction that is impacting your property.
Comment: Were the pedestrian traffic patterns studied?
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Response: Pedestrian crossing data was gathered similar to traffic data at crossing locations along the
corridor.
Comment: What is the next step?
Response: The comment period is open for two weeks after this meeting. This will be presented to the
City Commission in March and it is always welcome for the public to come and speak at those meetings.

InputID Online Comment Tool
An online tool was set up to additionally collect comments from the public. The link to the online tool
could be accessed from the City of Bismarck’s project website. The public was able to interactively place
comments near locations on the map where they had questions, concerns, or further input. In addition,
they could mark their agreement or disagreement with comments made by others by selecting the
“like” or “dislike” buttons. The summary of the comments follows in the pages below. The first page
shows the map with a number associated with each of the locations where comments were made going
through the corridor from west to east. The table has the comments organized by Map ID to correlate
the comments to their location on the map.
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Ash Coulee Dr INPUTiD Summary
Map ID

User Type

1

Name

Email

Project Team

Likes

Dislikes

3

0

2/7/2022 8:09:03 PM

0

0

2/25/2022 8:36:42 PM

1

2

2/23/2022 4:03:23 PM

Reply Comment I frequently have cars on my bumper when
making the sharp right hand turn from Ash
Coulee to Cornice DR. It is too dangerous
for them to pass because of the hill to the
west.

0

0

2/25/2022 8:36:10 PM

When driving from Golden Wave DR to
Ash Coulee DR this island is a traffic hazard
as the driving lane goes straight at the island
and then you must weave around any
parked vehicles on Golden Wave Drive. It’s
in the way for proper snow removal, and I
personally feel it's an eyesore. Cornice DR
has the same problem.

1

0

2/26/2022 2:28:43
AM

0

0

3/7/2022 4:37:03 PM

Type

Comment

Admin

Pedestrian refuge islands at strategic
crossing locations reduce pedestrian crash
potential by 45% and calms traffic by 1-5
MPH. Example image attached below (click
the camera icon).

Reply Comment Pedestrian refuge islands may not be a good
option for Ash Coulee. Look at the mess we
have on 43rd Avenue with islands in the
middle of traffic.
2

3

Neighborhood Resident

Neighborhood Resident

Concerns

Mike Vetter

mvettery@
yahoo.com

Concerns

The model does not seem to justify the
shared turn lane throughout the corridor.
Evan under future conditions, the LOS is
adequate and future traffic counts are
lower . Seems like this will also increase
speed throughout the area.

Reply Comment Please move this comment to "Proposed
Improvements" map

Page 1 of 14

DateCreated

Map ID

User Type

4

Neighborhood Resident

Name

Email

Likes

Dislikes

0

0

2/23/2022 4:04:30 PM

1

0

2/23/2022 4:54:27 PM

Two-Way Left-Turn Lane through the
corridor reduces intersection delays by
30-70%

3

0

2/7/2022 8:08:00 PM

There is heavy pedestrian crossing at this
location. Even with pedestrian paths on
both sides being proposed, there could still
be a lot of crossing at this location as many
people access the coulee for hiking and
trails. A flashing beacon would help protect
pedestrians crossing at this location.
Drivers can't see the cross-walk until they
reach the top of the hill as they are going
West on Ash Coulee.

4

0

2/10/2022 5:56:03 PM

Reply Comment Speed a big problem in this area. Kids cross
street at this location and on several
occasions have watched kids literally run for
their lives. Cross walk markings mean
nothing to many drives

0

0

2/23/2022 9:58:46 PM

Reply Comment Shared turn lane only going to increase
speed thru here. Must find a way to slow
traffic.

0

0

2/23/2022 10:01:23
PM

Type

Comment

Concerns

How much ROW is anticipated to
accommodate the shared use path?

Reply Comment In the meeting lighting was discussed, will
the path be lighted or Ash Coulee. I know
we need to keep everyone safe and
illuminated, but also want to make sure we
keep light pollution to a minimum.
5

6

Project Team

Neighborhood Resident

Josh Kadrmas

Admin

joshkadrmas@ Concerns
gmail.com

Page 2 of 14

DateCreated

Map ID

User Type

7

Name

Email

Project Team

Likes

Dislikes

1

2

2/7/2022 8:11:16 PM

Reply Comment Pedestrian facilities on the south side of Ash
Coulee is a good idea and needed
improvement. Consider moving the Ash
Coulee pedestrian crossing at Valley Drive
to the west near Amberglow intersection if
people have a concern with a ped crossing
near the roundabout.

1

1

2/17/2022 3:26:55
AM

Reply Comment A pedestrian cross walk placed at or near
the departure of a roundabout is a mistake
and a safety issue. Potential for a pedestrian
collision or a vehicle collision/rear end if
they slowdown and stop to allow
pedestrians to cross the road..

3

0

2/19/2022 4:07:53 PM

Type

Comment

Admin

Pedestrian facilities on both sides of the
road reduces unnecessary crossings and
reduces pedestrian crash potential by 50%.

DateCreated

8

Neighborhood Resident

Curt Cady

curtcady@live. Concerns
com

I am opposed to the removal of trees along
this drainage. The area is highly erodible
and has not been address buy Parks or the
City. Removal of the trees and the
additional stormwater accelerate this
problem. The trees also provide us a sense
of separation from the traffic on ash coulee.
I would oppose the removal of any of these
trees but will strongly oppose impacts to
any that or on my property at this location.

3

0

2/28/2022 7:21:26 PM

9

Neighborhood Resident

Lacie
Baumgartner

laciedrogen@
gmail.com

Slide crossing more to west to avoid being
too close to roundabout. To avoid cars
stopping in roundabout to wait for
crossings.

0

0

2/17/2022 1:53:36
AM

Page 3 of 14

Ideas and
Opportunities

Map ID
10

User Type

Name

Email

mr m

Page 4 of 14

Likes

Dislikes

0

0

3/1/2022 2:40:02 PM

Reply Comment there is noway a child will walk back west to
a crossing for valley dr. they will run across
the roundabout

0

0

3/1/2022 2:41:41 PM

Reply Comment how is the pedestrian protected crossing
valley from east to west or either. will
roundabout have a pedsetrian yeild sign for
vehicles going south

0

0

3/1/2022 2:44:02 PM

Reply Comment My children cross there to/from school.
This is not safe. You are asking for a
pedestrian to be hurt. I am not ok with this.
Nothing is stopping cars from both
directions to yield to the pedestrian or slow
down.

0

0

3/9/2022 8:46:00 PM

Type

Comment

Dislikes

why is mustang protected crossing but not
valley dr

DateCreated

Map ID
11

User Type

Name

Email

Project Team

Page 5 of 14

Likes

Dislikes

5

9

2/7/2022 8:07:12 PM

Reply Comment Do you really think a round about is going
to improve traffic flow? I believe the better
option is to install traffic lighting.the column
and speed through this area is too much for
a traffic circle..

6

3

2/16/2022 7:38:29 PM

Reply Comment Volumn

0

0

2/16/2022 7:39:14 PM

Reply Comment I like the idea of a roundabout here. Both
traffic-signals or a three-way stop would be
a mistake. Roundabout is a good solution.

6

6

2/17/2022 3:20:47
AM

Reply Comment Do not like having a roundabout here.

6

2

2/19/2022 1:21:20
AM

Reply Comment Its rediciulous to place a round about at a
T-Intersection. Why weren't there more
than one course of action presented at the
public information meeting? There was
much concern and discussion over the
potential for a round about. The round
about makes no sense even though you may
think your numbers or percentages support
this Course of Action.

4

2

2/19/2022 3:42:51 PM

Reply Comment During hours of darkness, vehicle headlights
may be broadcasting into the residents
properties and dwellings on the
south/southwest side of Ash Coulee as they
pass through the round about. I would be
very unhappy if this were my residence. I'm

4

2

2/19/2022 4:00:53 PM

Type

Comment

Admin

The combination of a roundabout at Valley
Drive and revised access to/from Horizon
Middle School reduce conflict points by 45%,
particularly serious angled conflicts points by
75%. Conflict image example below (click
the camera icon)

DateCreated

Map ID

User Type

Name

Email

Likes

Dislikes

Reply Comment A roundabout in a residential area is nor a
normal traffic control option. Please
reconsider this and develop a couple more
options if necessary.

4

2

2/19/2022 4:11:33 PM

Reply Comment Hi, We just listened to the public meeting
concerning the Ash Coulee project. We do
not like the roundabout part. In our
opinion, they are not for residential areas
and are unfriendly to pedestrians. The
traffic problem will also be transferred to
Tyler Parkway by people on Valley Drive
trying to avoid the roundabout. Also, our
understanding of the school drop-off
involves diagonal parking, a definite hazard.
In working for a large company, backing up
was strongly discouraged because of
potential accidents. This is compounded by
the presence of kids. More preferable
would be an extra lane or two where
parents could pull in and stop parallel.

3

1

2/23/2022 1:41:59 PM

Reply Comment I have concerns with a round about at this
location. I understand the need to be
proactive, but I don't think this round about
is a good choice. Generally they are used in
high crash areas, or where there are large
traffic delays or where there is complex
geometry like more than 4 entry points. So
really none of the things we experience on
Ash Coulee. Also people don't know how to
use them, and that may create more

2

1

2/23/2022 4:44:17 PM

Type

Comment

DateCreated

wondering how this will affect resale
desirability? Recommend the design remain
a T-intersection controlled by a Stop sign.
Also recommend three marked (pavement
markings, signs, and lighting) pedestrian
crosswalks be placed on all three sides of
the T. The marked pedestrian crosswalks
emphasis that the pedestrian does have the
right away. The roundabout does not
provide the protection necessary at the
current crosswalk proposed on the west
side of the roundabout.

Page 6 of 14

Map ID

User Type

Name

Email

Likes

Dislikes

Reply Comment There are few studies on round abouts and
pedestrian safety...is this really a safe option
by a school.

2

0

2/23/2022 4:46:22 PM

Reply Comment Being that the majority of the traffic is east
west is this even needed?

0

0

2/23/2022 6:42:19 PM

Reply Comment Keep the design the way it is. People are just
not used to roundabouts. They do work and
are safer. Don't be afraid of change people.

4

3

2/23/2022 10:44:02
PM

Reply Comment At peak times the traffic is from Valley Dr
turning right onto Ash Coulee Dr, and from
Ash Coulee Dr turning left onto Valley. The
roundabout will have traffic flow from Ash
Coulee to Valley in a constant stream. This
will now block motorists coming from the
neighborhood to either continue on Ash
Coulee or turn right onto Valley Dr. Add
the fact that most motorists don't know
how to safely merge onto a roundabout and
morning commute will be much longer.

2

1

2/23/2022 11:19:47
PM

Reply Comment Not an appropriate location for a round
about. Do not like this option. A T
intersection controlled by a stop sign as you
enter the T is the better option. A traffic

3

1

2/23/2022 11:39:34
PM

Type

Comment

DateCreated

accidents and issues for pedestrians
(especially with the crosswalk on the west
side of roundabout) which just seems like a
safety issue. If we have to slow for the
crosswalk, maybe we don't need a
roundabout. If it is needed at a later time, a
3 way stop can be put in at Valley Drive and
Ash Coulee. Also have concerns about snow
trap in round about, and how easily
emergency vehicles can get through. I feel
with the addition of the turn lanes and signal
cross walks the round abouts are not
needed, and are actually a safety concern
that will be regretted.

Page 7 of 14

Map ID

User Type

Name

Email

Likes

Dislikes

DateCreated

Reply Comment This round about will essentially turn in to a
turn around because traffic departing the
school grounds can not make a left turn.
Traffic will turn right go to the turn around
and come back down Ash Coulee if the
want to go to Washington Street. Solution is
to have a left turn as you depart the school
grounds on to Ash Coulee. Eliminate the
Turn around disguised as a round about.

1

1

2/24/2022 1:18:06
AM

Reply Comment Are the soils in this area stable enough to
support the construction of a round about?
Soil saturation may be a high maintenance
concern.

1

0

2/24/2022 1:20:31
AM

Reply Comment A roundabout is not a solution for a T
intersection. Congestion occurs mainly
during school drop-off and pickup times due
to lack of turn lanes. This is the root cause.
A roundabout also has its own safety
concerns for the high foot & bike traffic.
Please consider the main source of this
intersection congestion and revisit planning
as a round about will function the same as
current for a T intersection, just causing
more yeold issues with a larger footprint to
maintain.

4

1

2/26/2022 1:50:54
AM

Type

Comment
light a little further to the west to slow
down and control traffic may have merit.

Page 8 of 14

Likes

Dislikes

DateCreated

0

0

2/17/2022 3:34:15
AM

Reply Comment Why is this street named Ash Coulee Drive?
It should be renamed 43rd Ave. Everything
west of Washington St would be considered
NW.

1

0

2/17/2022 3:39:07
AM

Reply Comment Stop light..... round about won't slow
speeders and will protect pedestrians

0

0

2/23/2022 10:02:58
PM

Reply Comment city should complete Tyler Parkway to
connect with Tyler Parkway first. That
would alleviate a lot of traffic. Washington is
already too heavily traveled.

0

0

2/23/2022 10:05:54
PM

The plus the left-hand turn away at this
corner is reducing possible pedestrian
crashes within the crosswalk. Having to
make fast left turns is very dangerous before
and after school with the crosswalk right
there.

1

0

2/19/2022 10:55:37
PM

Reply Comment *The plus taking away the left-hand turn

0

0

2/19/2022 10:56:39
PM

Reply Comment There needs to an option to make a left
hand turn as you depart the school grounds.

0

2

2/24/2022 1:10:28
AM

Map ID

User Type

Name

Email

Type

Comment

12

Neighborhood Resident

Phil Murdoff

murdoffs@
hotmail.com

Ideas and
Opportunities

I am glad the city is moving forward with
this much needed project. Improved traffic
flow, pedestrian facilities, and lighting are all
needed. The roundabout at Valley Dr is a
great idea. Should also consider a
roundabout at the east school entrance.

13

School
Staff/Student/Parent

Jessica

jlstramer@
gmail.com

Page 9 of 14

Other

Likes

Dislikes

Roundabout inadquate. Need a stop light
both to slow fast traffic and protect kids. I
live at Ash Coulee Place. Vehicles
constantly speed thru that area. Have called
police to no avail. Construction trucks and
vehicles especially bad. Also strongly
recommend speed bumps along route.

0

4

2/23/2022 9:55:37 PM

Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon in front
of Horizon Middle School increases drive
yield rates by 56%. Example image attached
below (click the camera icon).

4

1

2/7/2022 8:10:07 PM

Reply Comment Why aren't we addressing traffic flow on
Durango for the school? Take some of the
pressure off of Ash Cooler Road.

2

0

2/16/2022 7:42:46 PM

Likes

0

0

2/25/2022 2:38:42 PM

Map ID

User Type

Name

Email

Type

Comment

14

Neighborhood Resident

Al Hardy

aphardy47@
gmail.com

Dislikes

Admin

15

16

Project Team

robin.jossart1@
gmail.com

Page 10 of 14

This needs to be done. Please be quick.

DateCreated

Map ID

User Type

17

18

Name

Email

Project Team

Neighborhood Resident

Brian Lankford eagle@midco.
net

Page 11 of 14

Likes

Dislikes

Improved Lane and Access Configuration
to/from Horizon Middle School reduces
2045 driver delays by 70-90%. Lane and
access configuration include added lanes
to/from the Horizon Middle School
driveways, limited access out of the west
HMS driveway and a roundabout at Valley
Drive. The added lane at the east HMS
driveway would not conflict with eastbound
traffic as illustrated in the image below (click
the camera icon).

1

0

2/7/2022 8:06:28 PM

Reply Comment Add school access points to Durango and
reduce the amount of traffic on Ash Coulee.
Who's paying for this project? The public
school district, every family who lives in
northwest Bismarck, developers, business
owners? The residents adjacent to Ash
Coulee shouldn't be expected to cover the
costs or be stuck with special assessments
like we were for Washington street
improvements.

1

0

2/16/2022 7:50:40 PM

Reply Comment Should consider a roundabout at this
location also. Left turns from the east
school access road onto Ash Coulee will be
difficult. A roundabout would help be a
good solution here as well.

2

6

2/17/2022 3:24:17
AM

Reply Comment please rename ash coulee to dounut road

0

0

3/1/2022 3:02:54 PM

0

0

2/17/2022 12:15:21
AM

Type

Comment

Admin

Concerns

Currently buses have a hard time turning
into Horizon school driveways as not
enough pavement for back wheels to stay on
road when turning right into driveway from
Ash Coulee. They need to turn sharp to
avoid outgoing traffic and there needs to be
more pavement as currently rear wheels go
off pavement and onto dirt in ditch

DateCreated

Map ID

User Type

19

Name

Email

Project Team

Type

Comment

Admin

Optional internal school circulation
reconfiguration would eliminate parallel
drop-off lanes in favor of angled pull-through
drop-off spaces. Traffic modeling of this
concept demonstrated both operational and
safety benefits. Operationally, a 40%-70%
reduction in peak hour drop off times are
projected. From a safety perspective, this
concept provides fewer conflicts organized
traffic flow and better delineation for
pedestrian crossing areas. Graphical
example illustrated below (click the camera
icon).

Reply Comment The traffic flow should go the other
direction so the vehicles face the school . I
think the design team may have this turned
around on the recommendation.
Jessica

20

jlstramer@
gmail.com

Likes

I had to really think about the new entrance
direction of the dropoff/pickup lane.

Likes

Dislikes

DateCreated

0

1

2/7/2022 8:13:02 PM

0

0

2/24/2022 1:14:22
AM

0

0

2/19/2022 1:20:36
AM

0

0

2/19/2022 1:11:03
AM

After consideration, I do like the new flow
of direction. If a driver needs to circle the
loop because they cannot find a spot or
their student isn't out of the school yet, the
driver only needs to make right hand turns
to re-enter the school. Also, if the driver
wants to exit the school to the north, they
will stay out of the bus loop for the most
part. This is extremely helpful.
21

School
Staff/Student/Parent

Jessica

jlstramer@
gmail.com

Concerns

My concern is how this area will be used for
pickup after school. Right now parents park
in the outer two lanes leaving the middle
lane open for driving. It's somewhat chaotic,
but it works. The new plan seems like it
would be a parking lot after school.
Are more cars able to fit at this angle than
are able to currently park on the two side
lanes along the whole same length of
roadway?

Page 12 of 14

Likes

Dislikes

DateCreated

1

0

2/19/2022 1:01:40
AM

Reply Comment Good idea...speed limits in a school zone
when lights are flashing and when students
are present is normally 10 mph.

0

0

2/25/2022 8:31:57 PM

Reply Comment open up tyler pkway through coulee this
would take traffic from valley dr

1

0

3/1/2022 2:48:47 PM

Reply Comment most speed is not during school opening and
closing its when the road is empty of other
traffic. i have never seen a police officer
issuing speeding tickets

1

0

3/1/2022 2:50:30 PM

Reply Comment rename ash coulee to donut road

0

1

3/1/2022 3:05:09 PM

Reply Comment Agree about Tyler Pkwy. It’s out of scope
for this project, but after development to
the south of Eagle Crest 6th, the city would
only need to construct a quarter to half mile
to connect Tyler to existing Tyler. This
would alleviate A LOT of traffic coming to
Valley and Ash.

1

0

3/3/2022 1:32:51 AM

Reply Comment Most people do not follow the 25 MPH
speed limit on this road. BPD needs to run
enforcement. I had a young girl driving a
White Cadillac, texting, on my rear bumper
this afternoon. I was trying to maintain 25
MPH. She ran the red light at the corner of
Washington and Ash Coulee and crossed
over to the far lane. She needs to redue
Driving School.She originated from west of
Valley Drive. I think a parent can figure out
if this was their daughter based on the

0

0

3/8/2022 11:53:07 PM

Map ID

User Type

Name

Email

Type

Comment

22

School
Staff/Student/Parent

Jessica

jlstramer@
gmail.com

Ideas and
Opportunities

Have you considered a school zone flashing
light with reduced speed? I'm thinking of
what is used on 4th street for Northridge
and Expressway for Myhre.

Page 13 of 14

Map ID

User Type

Name

Email

Type

Comment
description..

Page 14 of 14

Likes

Dislikes

DateCreated

Meeting Comments from Written Cards
Date:
2/16/2022
Attendees: See Sign In Sheets

Facilitator: Adam McGill
Comments: Ash Coulee Dr. Reconstruction

Comment 1
1. Please keep the roundabout for traffic flow and reduced traffic
2. Move crosswalk next to it (more to the west)
Comment 2
1. I am hearing that the roundabout is not wanted
2. Suggest removal of the roundabout from the plan
Comment 3
1. What is the intent of the Roundabout at the intersection of Valley Drive?
2. What is the speed limit of the proposed crosswalk?
3. Any considerations for recreational vehicles? Campers, Boats, etc.
4. Considerations for using Durango.
5. Is there a left hand turn from Mustang onto Ash Coulee?
6. Question about the crosswalk on the west side of the roundabout. Is it safe? Should it be moved
farther away from the Roundabout? Can a cross walk be placed on the east side of the RAB?
7. Concerns about pedestrians traffic safety at the roundabout.
Comment 4
1. Very concerned about the pedestrian crossing by proposed roundabout.
2. Also anticipated increase in traffic from new west elementary school (Elk Ridge) to Horizon. Has
that traffic been thought of?
Comment 5
1. I do not want to see a roundabout come in. there were enough questions raised at the meeting
that point to no one wants it except for the project managers. I am all about lighting, turning
lanes and reducing the speed on that road. Once the new school open, traffic is going to
increase.
Comment 6
1. Please look at extending left turn lane going into the HMS west driveway for traffic coming from
the west. Morning school traffic gets backed up between 7:45 am and 8 am from cars waiting to
turn left. Would hate for traffic to back up into roundabout and drivers trying to navigate it to
begin with.
2. How long will wait be to take a left if most west bound traffic needs to use the west driveway?

Comment 7
1. Angled pull through parking as shown on drawing has all parents looking through their rear-view
mirrors or turning backwards to find their kids and create more “blind spots” with kids getting in
and out. Trying to find which black car is their ride
Comment 8
1. Yes – Turning lanes added
2. No – Inability to turn right and left out of Horizon West
3. Big NO - roundabout
Comment 9
1. Kites Lane onto Ash Coulee Dr needs to be squared off-make it a tee intersection
2. Issues with roundabouts at Valley Dr. with cross walk locations
3. Drivers disobeying stop signs onto Ash Coulee they blow right thru the intersections.
Comment 10
1. Liked the comment by citizen roundabouts are to keep traffic moving and that school area
should not have those because of pedestrians. Just do not think a roundabout should be put in.
Comment 11
1. Very concerned with cars backing up waiting to turn into school between roundabout and west
entrance.
Comment 12
1. The way you have it now does not seem to solve any problems. Traffic will still be backed up for
turns. Pedestrians are not safe.
Comment 13 – Kent Theurer – 701-290-4792
1. Keep light pollution down in residential further west and considering if we need 16ft of walking
space. Also think about moving roundabout north to valley crosswalk.

Other Notes or Information
Notes

Page 2 of 2

Adam McGill
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adam McGill
Monday, February 21, 2022 3:21 PM
CM
RE: Ash Coulee Dr. Reconstruction Comments

Thank you for participating in the meeting and for providing this specific feedback. Our next step is to compile all
comments submitted and prepare a summary for the City of Bismarck prior to the March 22nd City Commission meeting.
Adam McGill, P.E.

KLJ
701 355 8476 Direct
701 955 2499 Cell
4585 Coleman Street
Bismarck, ND 58503-0431
kljeng.com

From: C M <cmjorgenson68@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2022 1:22 PM
To: Adam McGill <adam.mcgill@kljeng.com>
Subject: Ash Coulee Dr. Reconstruction Comments
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Mr. McGill,
I'm writing to provide comment regarding the Ash Coulee Reconstruction plan.
The roundabout is of particular concern, as stated by many parties at the initial public input meeting at
Horizon Middle School. Of note is that one of the speakers categorically (and falsely) denied the increase in
traffic accident frequency pertaining to roundabouts, stating that applied only to multi‐lanes.
The use of a roundabout can hold value, but should be limited to appropriate conditions. The design element
of a roundabout at Ash Coulee and Valley is not appropriate. The increase in traffic accident frequency by a
roundabout is a dangerous component to match with a pedestrian crossing near a large public middle
school. The intersection is also a three‐way, or "T", intersection undeserving of a roundabout. Nor is the
intersection a high‐crash location with large traffic delays, complex geometry, frequent left‐turn movements,
or a relatively balanced traffic flow (Ash Coulee is primary and Valley does not feed or carry near Ash Coulee's
level of traffic). The effect would be to heighten the priority of traffic for a secondary road relative to a
primary road, contrary to most actual traffic control flow goals. This intersection isn't even an intersection in
need of a traffic control signal if I understand the traffic count correctly. Other concerns include the
placement of a roundabout on an emergency route, the navigability and maintenance with snow and ice, and
reduced motorist visibility of the crosswalk caused by a roundabout. I would strongly urge you to remove the
roundabout design element from the reconstruction plan. The added lanes to/from Horizon Middle School
1

and a two‐way left turn lane through the corridor should work well to address the current and future traffic
flow challenges.
Thank you.

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Gabe Schell <gschell@bismarcknd.gov>
Tuesday, February 8, 2022 3:36 PM
Adam McGill
Carl Jackson; Michael Mart; Mark Berg
FW: Ash Coulee Dr Reconstruction Project - Public Input Meeting
Ash Coulee #2.jpg; Ash Coulee #1.jpg

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Adam, please add this email to the record of public input.
Thanks,
Gabe Schell, PE
City Engineer
City of Bismarck Engineering Dept.
221 N 5th St.
PO Box 5503
Bismarck, ND 58501
Office: 701-355-1505
Fax: 701-222-6593
Website: bismarcknd.gov
Facebook: facebook.com/bismarcknd.gov | Twitter: twitter.com/BismarckNDGov | Instagram:
bismarckndgov
Disclaimer: This e-mail, including attachments, is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510 et seq.,
may be confidential, or may contain confidential material. It is intended for use only by the person(s) to whom it is directed. If you are
not the intended recipient and/or received it in error, you should (1) reply by e-mail to the sender; (2) delete this e-mail, including
deletion of all associated text files from all storage locations, including individual and network storage devices; and (3) refrain from
disseminating or copying this communication. The media in which any electronic data files are transmitted can deteriorate over time
and under various conditions. The City does not warrant the accuracy of any information contained in electronic data files
transmitted by e-mail.

From: Linda Oster <loster@bismarcknd.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 3:11 PM
To: Gabe Schell <gschell@bismarcknd.gov>
Cc: Heidi Belohlavek <hbelohlavek@bismarcknd.gov>
Subject: FW: Ash Coulee Dr Reconstruction Project - Public Input Meeting
Gabe,
I assume KLJ would be the one we would want to handle this comment. Who at KLJ would receive this
comment?

Linda J. Oster, PE
Assistant City Engineer
City of Bismarck Engineering Department
Office: 701-355-1517

This e-mail, including attachments, is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510 et seq., may be
confidential, or may contain confidential material. It is intended for use only by the person(s) to whom it is directed. If you are not
the intended recipient and/or received it in error, you should (1) reply by e-mail to the sender; (2) delete this e-mail, including
deletion of all associated text files from all storage locations including individual and network storage devices; and (3) refrain from
disseminating or copying this communication. The media in which any electronic data files are transmitted can deteriorate over time
and under various conditions. The City does not warrant the accuracy of any information contained in electronic data files
transmitted by e-mail.

From: Engineering - General Mailbox <engineering@bismarcknd.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 12:06 PM
To: Linda Oster <loster@bismarcknd.gov>
Subject: FW: Ash Coulee Dr Reconstruction Project - Public Input Meeting
Linda,
Can you please review and respond to this individual. Thank you,
Heidi Belohlavek
Office Assistant II
City of Bismarck
221 N 5th St.
PO Box 5503
Bismarck, ND 58501
Office: 701-355-1505
Website: bismarcknd.gov
Facebook: facebook.com/bismarcknd.gov | Twitter: twitter.com/BismarckNDGov | Instagram:
instagram.com/bismarckndgov
Disclaimer: This e-mail, including attachments, is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510 et seq.,
may be confidential, or may contain confidential material. It is intended for use only by the person(s) to whom it is directed. If you are
not the intended recipient and/or received it in error, you should (1) reply by e-mail to the sender; (2) delete this e-mail, including
deletion of all associated text files from all storage locations, including individual and network storage devices; and (3) refrain from
disseminating or copying this communication. The media in which any electronic data files are transmitted can deteriorate over time
and under various conditions. The City does not warrant the accuracy of any information contained in electronic data files
transmitted by e-mail.

From: Jerod Klabunde <jbklab@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 9:06 AM
To: Engineering - General Mailbox <engineering@bismarcknd.gov>
Subject: Ash Coulee Dr Reconstruction Project - Public Input Meeting
CAUTION: ***External Email - Use caution clicking links or opening attachments***

Please forward this to the project engineer for the Ash Coulee Project.
Good morning. I am unable to attend the public input meeting on the 16th. I drive the road everyday
and as a resident of the neighborhood, I believe that the one thing that would make this a great project
is to separate the pedestrian crossing from the traffic. I'm sure it will add cost, but I have to believe that
the school, neighborhood and your inhouse traffic people would support this.

I've attached two photos. Good luck with your project! Thanks!
Jerod Klabunde
4000 Overland Rd, Bismarck, ND 58503

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jerod Klabunde <jbklab@gmail.com>
Friday, February 25, 2022 1:48 PM
Adam McGill
Fwd: Ash Coulee Dr Reconstruction Project - Public Input Meeting
Ash Coulee #2.jpg; Ash Coulee #1.jpg; Ash Coulee #3.jpg

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hi Adam. I forwarded the comments below to the City of Bismarck several weeks ago. I just wanted to
make sure your office receives them too. Thank you.
Jerod Klabunde
4000 Overland Rd, Bismarck, ND 58503
701-566-4289
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Jerod Klabunde <jbklab@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Feb 8, 2022 at 9:05 AM
Subject: Ash Coulee Dr Reconstruction Project - Public Input Meeting
To: <engineering@bismarcknd.gov>

Please forward this to the project engineer for the Ash Coulee Project.
Good morning. I am unable to attend the public input meeting on the 16th. I drive the road everyday
and as a resident of the neighborhood, I believe that the one thing that would make this a great project
is to separate the pedestrian crossing from the traffic. I'm sure it will add cost, but I have to believe that
the school, neighborhood and your inhouse traffic people would support this.
I've attached three photos. Good luck with your project! Thanks!
Jerod Klabunde
4000 Overland Rd, Bismarck, ND 58503

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Adam McGill
Friday, February 25, 2022 2:37 PM
Joshua Feil
Adam McGill
RE: Public Input Meeting - Ash Coulee Dr

Hello Joshua,
Thank you for your comments. We will incorporate these into the record for the city council to have
access to for the decision process.
Thanks,
Adam McGill, P.E.

KLJ
701 355 8476 Direct
701 955 2499 Cell
4585 Coleman Street
Bismarck, ND 58503-0431
kljeng.com

From: Joshua Feil <jofeil88@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 1:30 PM
To: Adam McGill <adam.mcgill@kljeng.com>
Subject: Public Input Meeting - Ash Coulee Dr
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hello Adam,
I'm a resident in Horizon Heights addition and use Ash Coulee Dr. daily. I like the proposed
improvements. I missed the public input meeting on Feb. 16 so I would like to email a few comments.
I would be a big advocate for a pedestrian tunnel in lieu of a crosswalk across Ash Coulee Drive near the
Mustang Dr intersection. I attached an example of what I mean. I expect this to cost more but I think it
would be worth it in the long run.
I like the roundabout at valley drive.
I would suggest consideration of a crosswalk across Ash Coulee between Eagle Crest Lp and Ash Coulee
Pl. This would make it easier to for people to access the Park and Rec trail within that coulee.
I would love to see the speed limit increased from 25 mph. It's hard to drive that slow on that road.
Joshua Feil
mobile: 701-212-3937

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Adam McGill
Tuesday, February 22, 2022 1:10 PM
Lew Dendy
Adam McGill
RE: Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction - Comment

Hello Lew,
The report you referenced below was in error and the MN DOT published an amendment to this study.
You can access the amendment at the link below. This amendment is focused specifically on ped/bike.
Scroll to the bottom for conclusions, where the updated study found a 60% reduction in crashes for
pedestrians. The caveat being sample size.
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/safety/docs/roundaboutsafetyaddendum.pdf
Also, The article you shared primarily compares signals or all-way stop control to a roundabout. That’s
not the case here. Two key items:
1. A roundabout would be a notable upgrade over the existing one-way stop control, which has no
control on the mainline, where a disproportionate percentage of cars travel. Since all-way stop
control and signals are not warranted, the alternative would be a refuge island with the twoway stop control maintained.
2. The crossing location has notable pedestrian crossings today. With the added sidewalks
connected to the beacon just one block to the east, we anticipate relocating many of these trips
to this crossing. We can’t perfectly follow each movement, but it’s clear many are destined for
the school.
Thanks,
Adam McGill, P.E.

KLJ
701 355 8476 Direct
701 955 2499 Cell
4585 Coleman Street
Bismarck, ND 58503-0431
kljeng.com

From: Lew Dendy <dendy99@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2022 9:23 PM
To: Adam McGill <adam.mcgill@kljeng.com>
Subject: Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction - Comment
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
https://streets.mn/2017/11/17/are-roundabouts-safer-for-pedestrians/

Adam, you've likely seen the roundabout/pedestrian safety discussion at the link above. The author
indicates that roundabouts should not be used in high-pedestrian areas. I would think that the proposed
roundabout located between neighborhoods and the entrance to a middle school could be considered a
high-pedestrian area. Also, the pedestrians would largely be juveniles who may not effectively evaluate
the potential risk posed by a roundabout.
Can you provide real-world data that shows the planned roundabout will be safer to pedestrians than
the alternative T-intersection with a single vehicle stop sign and a pedestrian-actuated strobe light at
the crosswalk? I'll bet we could raise the money for the strobe light if that way is safer for kids and if
cost is your main objection to going that way.
Thanks,
Lew Dendy
dendy99@gmail.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lew Dendy <dendy99@gmail.com>
Tuesday, February 22, 2022 5:33 PM
Adam McGill
Re: Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction - Comment

Adam, I appreciate your great replies to all my questions. I am satisfied and impressed with your work.
Thank you,
Lew Dendy

On Feb 22, 2022, at 1:09 PM, Adam McGill <adam.mcgill@kljeng.com> wrote:

Hello Lew,
The report you referenced below was in error and the MN DOT published an
amendment to this study. You can access the amendment at the link below. This
amendment is focused specifically on ped/bike. Scroll to the bottom for conclusions,
where the updated study found a 60% reduction in crashes for pedestrians. The caveat
being sample size.
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/safety/docs/roundaboutsafetyaddendum.pdf
Also, The article you shared primarily compares signals or all-way stop control to a
roundabout. That’s not the case here. Two key items:
1. A roundabout would be a notable upgrade over the existing one-way stop
control, which has no control on the mainline, where a disproportionate
percentage of cars travel. Since all-way stop control and signals are not
warranted, the alternative would be a refuge island with the two-way stop
control maintained.
2. The crossing location has notable pedestrian crossings today. With the added
sidewalks connected to the beacon just one block to the east, we anticipate
relocating many of these trips to this crossing. We can’t perfectly follow each
movement, but it’s clear many are destined for the school.
Thanks,
Adam McGill, P.E.

KLJ
701 355 8476 Direct
701 955 2499 Cell
4585 Coleman Street
Bismarck, ND 58503-0431
kljeng.com

From: Lew Dendy <dendy99@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2022 9:23 PM
To: Adam McGill <adam.mcgill@kljeng.com>
Subject: Ash Coulee Drive Reconstruction - Comment
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
https://streets.mn/2017/11/17/are-roundabouts-safer-for-pedestrians/
Adam, you've likely seen the roundabout/pedestrian safety discussion at the link above.
The author indicates that roundabouts should not be used in high-pedestrian areas. I
would think that the proposed roundabout located between neighborhoods and the
entrance to a middle school could be considered a high-pedestrian area. Also, the
pedestrians would largely be juveniles who may not effectively evaluate the potential
risk posed by a roundabout.
Can you provide real-world data that shows the planned roundabout will be safer to
pedestrians than the alternative T-intersection with a single vehicle stop sign and a
pedestrian-actuated strobe light at the crosswalk? I'll bet we could raise the money for
the strobe light if that way is safer for kids and if cost is your main objection to going
that way.
Thanks,
Lew Dendy
dendy99@gmail.com

Adam McGill
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Adam McGill
Monday, February 21, 2022 1:21 PM
Lew Dendy
Adam McGill
RE: Ash Coulee Dr Reconstruction Question

Hello Lew,
I apologize for not responding sooner. Below I’ve provided answers to your questions as best I am able.
Thanks,
Adam McGill, P.E.

KLJ
701 355 8476 Direct
701 955 2499 Cell
4585 Coleman Street
Bismarck, ND 58503-0431
kljeng.com

From: Lew Dendy <dendy99@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 9:13 PM
To: Adam McGill <adam.mcgill@kljeng.com>
Subject: Ash Coulee Dr Reconstruction Question
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
My thanks to you and your staff for the excellent presentation tonight at Horizon MS. I would appreciate your responses
to my questions below.
The following questions are relative to my residence at 1201 Eagle Crest Loop, Bismarck, ND 58503. This is the house on
the SE corner of the Eagle Crest Loop and Ash Coulee Drive intersection.
1. Will the project and planned funding include:
a. Closing of the open ditch between this residence and Ash Coulee Drive? I wish I could provide you an answer to this
question but we’ve only developed the concept design so far. The specific details on the storm water conveyance are
not known yet. Since the roadway will be getting wider by adding a trail on the other side of the roadway along with the
center turn lane there is a good chance that many of the ditches between residences the Ash Coulee Drive will have to
go away and be replaced with underground storm sewer. I can’t guarantee anything since the details have not been
worked out yet.
b. Installation of the new 6 foot wide concrete sidewalk? Yes, a concrete sidewalk is planned for most of the south side
of Ash Coulee and a 10’ shared use path on the north side.
c. Restoration of the grass on both sides of the sidewalk? Yes, disturbed ground will be seeded and grass reestablished.
1

d. Installation of a grass irrigation system on the new strip of land created between the sidewalk and the widened Ash
Coulee Drive? This detail has not been decided yet.
2. Will snow and ice removal from the portion of the new 6 foot sidewalk on the adjacent Bismarck Park District
undeveloped park land SE of my property be the responsibility of the Park District, not me? I’m not sure how
responsibility for snow maintenance will be handled. It should follow the city of Bismarck standard practices. More
information can be found at this link: Snow Removal | Bismarck, ND ‐ Official Website (bismarcknd.gov)
Thanks,
Lew Dendy
dendy99@gmail.com

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

paul everson <pauleverson83@yahoo.com>
Thursday, February 10, 2022 2:38 PM
Adam McGill
Public Input Meeting

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
HI Adam,
I cannot attend the meeting at Horizon February 16th. I would like to voice a huge YES for roundabouts
and more roundabouts for that whole east west corridor. It is short term pain for long term gain! Better
traffic flow, no need for street light maintenance, and safer in the long run. I am a local Realtor and
property owner, and I feel traffic congestion is NOT getting any better, so we NEED a long term plan to
help abate the traffic congestion.
Thank you for hearing my input.
Be well!

PAUL EVERSON
Alliance Real Estate
701-527-2280
Time is the most valuable thing one can spend!
www.alliancere.net

Adam McGill
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rod Kuhn <rackuhn@outlook.com>
Wednesday, February 16, 2022 3:55 PM
Adam McGill
RE: Ash Coulee Drive Funding

Thanks! I’m sure you’ll get this question tonight!
Sent from Mail for Windows
From: Adam McGill
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 2:55 PM
To: Rod Kuhn
Cc: Adam McGill
Subject: RE: Ash Coulee Drive Funding
Hello Mr. Kuhn,
Yes, this project will be funded by the sales that was approved back in 2018. There are no planned assessments with this
project.
Thank you,
Adam McGill, P.E.

KLJ
701 355 8476 Direct
701 955 2499 Cell
4585 Coleman Street
Bismarck, ND 58503-0431
kljeng.com

From: Rod Kuhn <rackuhn@outlook.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 2:47 PM
To: Adam McGill <adam.mcgill@kljeng.com>
Subject: Ash Coulee Drive Funding
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Mr. McGill:
Relative to the funding of this project, wasn’t 100% included in the sales tax measure that was passed a few years
ago???
Rod J. Kuhn
4607 Kites Lane

Sent from Mail for Windows
1

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Adam McGill
Friday, February 25, 2022 2:35 PM
Roger Bjerke; Michelle (home)
Adam McGill
RE: Ash Coulee project

Hello Roger,
Thank you for your comments. These will be incorporated into a report so that the city commission will
see it when they are making decisions.
The MN Transportation Department performed a study about pedestrian safety in roundabouts. This
report is focused specifically on ped/bike. Scroll to the bottom for conclusions, where the updated study
found a 60% reduction in crashes for pedestrians. The caveat being sample size. This may not change
your opinion but we do have reason to believe this will be a good improvement to use at the Valley
Drive location. The final decision will be made by the City Council though.
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/safety/docs/roundaboutsafetyaddendum.pdf
Also, The article shared primarily compares signals or all-way stop control to a roundabout. That’s not
the case here. Two key items:
1.
A roundabout would be a notable upgrade over the existing one-way stop control, which has no
control on the mainline, where a disproportionate percentage of cars travel. Since all-way stop control
and signals are not warranted, the alternative would be a refuge island with the two-way stop control
maintained.
2.
The crossing location has notable pedestrian crossings today. With the added sidewalks
connected to the beacon just one block to the east, we anticipate relocating many of these trips to this
crossing. We can’t perfectly follow each movement, but it’s clear many are destined for the school.
Also, we studied the school and proposed changes but the school work will not be performed as part of
this project and the school district will have the final say if those improvements move forward or not;
however, you may be misunderstanding what we propose at the school. The diagonal area is not
parking, it is pull through loading. Backing up is not intended anywhere with the school site. The vehicles
would drive in on the north lane, stop while the student unloads and drive straight forward and leave in
the other lane. We believe this will improve both safety and capacity of the dropoff.

Thank you,
Adam McGill, P.E.

KLJ
701 355 8476 Direct
701 955 2499 Cell
4585 Coleman Street
Bismarck, ND 58503-0431
kljeng.com

-----Original Message----From: Roger Bjerke <rbjerke58503@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 7:37 AM
To: Adam McGill <adam.mcgill@kljeng.com>; Michelle (home) <michelle.zimney@hotmail.com>
Subject: Ash Coulee project
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hi,

We just listened to the public meeting concerning the Ash Coulee project. We do not like the
roundabout part. In our opinion, they are not for residential areas and are unfriendly to
pedestrians. The traffic problem will also be transferred to Tyler Parkway by people on Valley Drive
trying to avoid the roundabout.
Also, our understanding of the Horizon school drop-off involves diagonal parking, a definite hazard. In
working for a large company, backing up was strongly discouraged because of potential accidents. This
is compounded by the presence of kids. More preferable would be an extra lane or two where parents
could pull in and stop parallel.
Thank you for the opportunity to address these concerns.
By the way, your email link is broken on the city site because of the addition of “mailto:” before your
actual email address.
Roger & Deb Bjerke

Sent from my iPhone
Sent from my iPhone

