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A Vibrant CommunityA Vibrant Community
• Secure Small Town Appeal

• Porch‐Swing Community with a Big City Look

• Dynamic, Growing, Prosperingy g p g

• Citizens working together to identify and take on 
community‐wide challenges and achieve y g
extraordinary results

• Uncommon potential for business opportunities

2

U co o pote t a o bus ess oppo tu t es



Quality of LifeQuality of Life
• All American City – Tradition of 
Excellence

• #1 Most Secure Place to Live ( I )• #1 Most Secure Place to Live (Farmers Insurance)

• #1 Least Stressful Small City (Sperlings)

• Ranked among Top 100 Best Places to 
Live (Money Magazine 2008)

3

Live (Money Magazine 2008)



Quality of LifeQuality of Life
• #2 Safe and Trusting Community (Harvard 

University Professor to measure social trust)

• Sports Illustrated “Sportstown” (“Most progressive 

through parks and recreation”) 

• “Five‐Star Community” annual Quality of 
Life Quotient (Expansion Management June 2007)
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Creating and Sustaining JobsCreating and Sustaining Jobs
• Bismarck Total Employment – 58,396

up 1.4%
– 3rd Quarter 2006 to 3rd Quarter 20073 Quarter 2006 to 3 Quarter 2007

• Bismarck unemployment – 2 4% (July 2008)Bismarck unemployment  2.4% (July 2008)    
– Sustained at 2.4 % from July 2007

5



BusinessBusiness
• # 2 Best Smaller Metro Area (Forbes 2007)
• # 3 Most Favorable Metro Area to Attract 
Business and Households (Economy.com)

• # 5 Best Small Metro for Business and 
Careers (Forbes 2008)Careers (Forbes 2008)
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BusinessBusiness
• #11 Best Work Environment in America: North 
D k tDakota (Political Economy Research Institute at the University of 

Massachusetts)

#15 B t P f i Cit T E i• #15 Best Performing City ‐ Top Economic 
Performance  (Milken Institute 2008)

#16 B t S ll M t i Whi h t d B i• #16 Best Small Metro in Which to do Business
(Inc. Magazine 2005)

7



BusinessBusiness

• Investing in Bismarck
– Outside Investors

– Local community

continues to expand

Edgewood Village Groundbreaking

continues to expand

and build

8

BSC National  Energy Center of Excellence



BusinessBusiness
• Continued Growth
• Job Service 2007 Area Profile

Annual Average EmploymentAnnual Average Employment

– Retail – 7,900 up 9.2%

Primary sector 2 818 up 22 6%– Primary sector – 2,818 up 22.6%

– Local Construction jobs – 3,266 up 6.5%

9



BusinessBusiness
• Retail growth continues

CVS Ph– CVS Pharmacy
– Deeter Dental
H t I

Olive Garden– Hampton Inn
– Jerome Distributing
Olive Garden– Olive Garden

– Race Day Lube and Wash
– Starion Financial Strip Mall

10

– Starion Financial Strip Mall
Hampton Inn



Gl b l EGlobal Economy  
• NPCC Vision in Action

— Intermodal operation began October 2007
— Intermodal container service began operating at 

new facility in June 2008new facility in June 2008
— Transload facility and maintenance building 

construction completed in July of 2008p y

NPCC Maintenance and Office Building



Global Economy

Northern Plains Commerce Centre
NPCC Transload Facility Operations

Northern Plains Commerce Centre
• Transload facility operations began rail to truck 
reloading August of 2008

• Growth on target as intermodal container service• Growth on target as intermodal container service  
enters 2nd year of service

• Marketing 130 acres of construction ready sites with 
direct or indirect rail service to draw new ordirect or indirect rail service to draw new or 
expanding businesses to the region.



TravelersTravelers

• 2007 Continued Success for the AIRPORT

– 181,310 passengers – 2nd Highest in Airport’s history

– Passenger numbers have increased for 6 consecutive 
years  

Allegiant Airlines opened new routes to Phoenix and

13

– Allegiant Airlines opened new routes to  Phoenix and 
Mesa



TravelersTravelers
– Airport Master Plan Completed

– Corporate Aviation Area 

being developed

– Construction of General

Aviation Area and Taxiway 

– Airport contributes $178 million

in economic impact to local economy

14



TravelersTravelers
Catch the CAT 

Serving Bismarck and Mandan– Serving Bismarck and Mandan

– 111,972 rides in 2007 

– 6.47%  increase in rides over 2006

– 1143 miles per day

– 12 routes 

Added more frequent service

15

– Added more frequent service 
and connections between cities



Community Events
• Bismarck Civic Center 

20072007

– Attendance – 321,920
Event Days 477– Event Days ‐ 477

– Sales tax dollars 
raised ‐ $142,090

– Master Plan Update Continues– Master Plan Update Continues
– Catalyst for Downtown
Development

16



Community ValuesCommunity Values
• Plan to End Long‐term Homelessness

– Creating solutions for our community
d h l– On any given day 247 persons homeless 

– Steering committee and local stakeholders 
– Ruth Meiers Hospitality House identified as singleRuth Meiers Hospitality House identified as single 
point of entry for homeless persons

– Bids being sought to develop a facility as 
transitional housing for homeless familiestransitional housing for homeless families

– Facility acquired to provide short term emergency 
shelter for 10 additional families and single 
women

17

women



Community ValuesCommunity Values
• Plan to End Long‐term Homelessness

R t b idi dil il bl t l t– Rent subsidies more readily available to long‐term 
homeless individuals and families

– City doubled its HOME funding to CommunityCity doubled its HOME funding to Community 
Action for Tenant Based Rental Assistance 
targeted to homeless families

– Burleigh County Housing completed a housing 
project for persons with special needs requiring 
supportive services

18

supportive services



Community ValuesCommunity Values
Preserving traditions of excellence

• Working hard • Working hard 
• Caring for one another
• Enjoying life to it’s fullest• Enjoying life to it s fullest
• Quick commute – nice neighborhoods
• Growing population – Low crimeGrowing population Low crime
• Seek new businesses – retain current 

businesses
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PreservationPreservation
• Preserve and enhance the CORE of Bismarck

– Attract new businessAttract new business
– Protect investment of 
current property owners

• Downtown Districts
R i Z– Renaissance Zone 

– CORE Incentive Programs

20



Preservation
• Renaissance Zone

– 38 Projects completed
– 25+ new businesses tied

to the Renaissance Zone
142 j b t d– 142 jobs created                           

– Beginning building value
of $9.5 million
Actual investment of $10 million– Actual investment of $10 million

– Current value of $13 million
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PreservationPreservation
• CORE Incentive Programs

– Created by City October 2006

– Financed with Downtown Tax Incentive Fund 
available  for projects within that District

22



PreservationPreservation

• CORE Incentive Programs
–20 CORE projects 
–10 completed
–Proposed investment of $356,609p
– Total grant amount approved $131,064
–Applicant investment of $200,000+

23

Applicant investment of $200,000+



PreservationPreservation
• Revitalizing today – Building tomorrow

– Planning growth
• Growth Management Plan

• Manage and design subdivisions 

2008 Approved
16 bdi i i l t– 16 subdivision plats

– 6 annexations

– 31 site plans for new business, industrial uses and multi‐family 

24

residential projects 



PopulationPopulation
• 2000 Census

– City – 55,532  

– County – 69,416

• ESTIMATES for 2007ESTIMATES for 2007
– City – 59,503

– County – 77 316

25

County  77,316



C Ab t TConcern About Taxes
Parks/Library

39.66
0%

2007 Mill Levies
409 93 Total Mills

State/County
52.92
13%

10% 409.93 Total Mills

School

City
School
229.42
56%

City
87.93

13% City

State/County

Parks/Library

21%
Local Intergovernmental Committee 
formed in 2007 to develop a unified 
strategy for property tax levies. 



Concern About TaxesConcern About Taxes

25 Mills  Bismarck Citizens 
replaced by 
Sales Tax
4,182,575

22%

will save 
$4,182,575 in 
Property Taxes22%

Subtotal after 
reduction
14,694,901

Property Taxes 
in 2008.

14,694,901
78%

25 Mills replaced by Sales Tax

Subtotal after reductionSubtotal after reduction



Concern About Taxes
Bismarck Citizens will save $4 607 475 in Property Taxes in 2009

25 Mills 
TOTAL BEFORE 
REDUCTION

Bismarck Citizens will save $4,607,475 in Property Taxes in 2009. 

replaced by 
Sales Tax
4,607,475

23%

REDUCTION 
$19,887,584

The 2009 budget ordinance was 
introduced on September 9, 2008. 23%

Subtotal after 
reduction
15,280,109

p ,
The public hearing and final 

approval by the City Commission 
was September 23, 2008.

15,280,109
77%

25 Mills replaced by Sales Tax

Subtotal after reductionSubtotal after reduction



P t ti f Lif d P tProtection for Life and Property
• Fire Department 2007p

– No Civilian Deaths

Fi fi h i j i 11– Firefighter injuries – 11

– Total fire loss ‐ $801,493 

– Total Fires: 142

– Total Responses: 2 402

29

Total Responses: 2,402                        
Training exercise



Protection for Life and PropertyProtection for Life and Property
• Police Department

– North Dakota ranked 3rd safest stateNorth Dakota ranked  3 safest state 

– Bismarck ranked as 27th safest metro area
(Morgan Quinto Press 2007)

R di d 2008 i h M i i S– Re‐accredited 2008 with Meritorious Status 
15 or more years of accreditation

– One of two ND agencies to meet
national accreditation standards

– Citizen Survey completed in 2007 said 
95% of respondents feel safe

30

95% of respondents feel safe



• Protection for Life and Property• Protection for Life and Property
• 911 Memorial Training Center                                    
• Fire and police partnership

– Phase 1 construction of outdoor
firing range to be complete 
November 2008
L i S h f I 94– Location South of I‐94, 
Southeast of landfill                       

Phase 1 Outdoor Firing Range

31

Phase 1 Outdoor Firing Range



Protection for Life and Property
• Animal Control Facility for housing impoundedAnimal Control Facility for housing impounded 
animals completed 2008                        
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Health ServicesHealth Services
• PUBLIC HEALTH CENTER

– Bismarck Burleigh Public Health (BBPH)Bismarck Burleigh Public Health (BBPH)
• Emergency Preparedness
and Response                                                 

l h• Home Health
• Immunization partner                    
• Tobacco preventionp
and cessation

• Women’s Way Program
• Activate Bismarck Mandan

33

• Activate Bismarck Mandan



Health ServicesHealth Services
• PUBLIC HEALTH CENTER

– School Nurses in 15 Burleigh County elementary schools
teaching “Towards No Tobacco” to 5th and 6th graders

– Distributed 215 child passenger car seats and
monthly car seat safety checksmonthly car seat safety checks

– Piloting Healthy Kids/Healthy Weight Initiative 
– Promoted Colorectal Cancer Prevention 
and Early Detection and Screeningand Early Detection and Screening 

– Reached 1000 with Emergency Preparedness Education 
– Tobacco Free Coalition – ND Smoke Free Law evaluation of 

ff N i i ll

34

effect ‐ No negative impact on overall revenues 



LibraryLibrary
• Celebrating 90 Years of Service
• Children’s Library Renovation

Lib F d ti i– Library Foundation receives 
Matching Grant  August 2008

• Bismarck Public Library 2007
– Hours open to the public  ‐ 4,442
– People visiting the library – 361,714

Children’s Library Renovation Rendering

p g y ,
– People using the Meeting Rooms – 16,450
– Internet and e‐mail users – 96,186 
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A Positive Outlook
• Total Building permits for 2007
1 0951,095

• Building valuation
2007 Total Values $134,440,048
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InfrastructureInfrastructure 
• Maintain Current Infrastructure
• Projects for 2008

– Liberty Memorial Bridge
• New bridge opened 
• East Plaza to be completedp
Spring 2009

• Parks construction to begin
mid summer 2009mid summer 2009

• Demolition of old bridge
underway
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InfrastructureInfrastructure 
Maintain Current Infrastructure
• Projects for 2008

– Conversion of Hard Surfaced Streets
– Burleigh Ave. & Ash Coulee Trails completed 
– Century Avenue Reconstruction 

• Project completed November 2007
– Valley Drive Construction

• Project completed September 2007

38
Hard Surfaced Street Conversion Ash Coulee Trail Century Ave. Reconstruction



InfrastructureInfrastructure
• Water Treatment Plant

– Raw Water Intake
• 2008 Construction begins

• 2011 Projected completion date 

– Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade

Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade

• 75 % complete ‐ Projected completion 2008

– Water Distribution System Upgrades 
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InfrastructureInfrastructure
• Public Works

Bi H ti S t I t ll d– Biomass Heating System Installed 
• Utilizes wood waste as renewable heat source
• Extends the life of the landfill 

– Household Hazardous Waste and
Electronics Recycling Center Opened

• Provides Household Hazardous Waste 
disposal and electronics recycling 
year around 

Biomass Heating System

40

y

Household Hazardous Waste & Electronics Recycling 



InfrastructureInfrastructure
• Public Works

– Recycling Task Force  
• Steering Group to assist development of recycling 
efforts in Bismarckefforts in Bismarck

– “Green” Initiatives 
• Comparative E‐85 gasoline study of two new city 
vehicles

• Energy audits to evaluate potential efficiencies for city 
buildings in 2009

41

buildings in 2009 



VISION 2008 IN ACTIONVISION 2008 IN ACTION
• Mayor’s Economic Development Advisory Group

– Chairman ‐ Commissioner Mike Seminary  

– Advisory Group participants selectedy p p p

– Identify central theme and initiatives 

– Target economic development effortsg p

– Develop a vision for economic development

– Provide specific recommendations

42

Provide specific recommendations
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BSC National Energy Center of Excellence 
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